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Outline—The Eighth Commandment: Tell the Truth

What is the meaning of the word truth?

Are truth and charity connected in any

way?

Truth is beautiful!

What are the offenses against truth?

How to love and live the truth?

Bearing witness to the truth

Message: In order to love, live, and
bear witness to the truth, our Faith
should shape both our private and
public life
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A Recent Event Related to Our Discussion

Indiana House Joint Resolution 6 (HJR-6)

Proposed constitutional ban on same-sex marriage

Only a marriage between one man and one woman shall be valid or
recognized as a marriage in Indiana. A legal status identical or
substantially similar for unmarried individuals shall not be valid or
recognized.

Local mayors oppose same-sex marriage ban

Small group activity

Who is right?
Have the mayors allowed their faith to shape their public position on
this issue?

Mayors on HJR-6: http://www.jconline.com/article/20131203/NEWS01/312030025/
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Opening Prayer

Lord God Almighty,
Look with favor on your servants
who use the technology discovered
by long research.
Enable them to communicate truth,
to foster love, to uphold justice
and right,
and to provide enjoyment.
Let them promote and support
that peace between peoples
which Christ the Lord brought
from heaven,
for he lives and reigns for
ever and ever,

Amen.
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The real facts about something

Uprightness in ones action and speech

Giving another his just dues

I am the way and the truth and the

life—John 14:6

Reality and authenticity according to God’s

design. Through God’s revelation, truth is

found in Apostolic Tradition, in Scripture,

and in the Magisterium of the Church

guided by the Holy Spirit. In the human

order, truth is discovered by the light of

reason and reinforced by love of truth and

truthful behavior.—USCCA, p. 530
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Are truth and charity connected in any way?

We are pilgrims of love and truth ever

seeking and longing for closer union with

God.—USCCA, p. 39

One believes with the heart (Rom 10:10)

Love requires truth.—Lumen Fidei, 27

If love is not tied to truth, it falls prey to

fickle emotions and cannot stand the test

of time.—Lumen Fidei, 27

Love and truth are inseparable. Without

love, truth becomes cold, impersonal and

oppressive for people’s day-to-day

lives.—Lumen Fidei, 27
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Truth is beautiful!

Beauty is truth, truth beauty,—that is
all
Ye know on earth, and all ye need to
know.

From ”Ode on a Grecian Urn” John

Keats, 1795–1821

Artistic works express the beauty of the

truth

Good science expresses the beauty of

the truth; see, for example, images of

the space telescope Hubble
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Offenses Against Truth

False witness

Rash judgment

Detraction

Calumny
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Role of Social Media

The information provided by the media

is supposed to be at the service of the

common good

No leaking confidential information

Allow ones faith to shape ones public

life

The moral law should be followed
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Living the Truth—Saint Thomas More (1478–1535)

Marries in 1505; four children;

widower; re-marries

Elected to Parliament in 1504,

knighted in 1521

Oct. 25, 1529—becomes Lord

Chancellor of England, the first

layman to hold this position

King Henry VIII asks Pope Clement

VII for annulment of his marriage

Pope refuses. Henry VIII breaks

from the Catholic Church and

declares himself as the Supreme

Head of the Church of England
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Saint Thomas More—Bearing witness to the truth

On May 15, 1532, all the English bishops,

except Bishop John Fisher, submit to Henry

VIII as their new head!

Thomas More resigns his post the following

day

In 1534, the English Parliament passed the

Act of Succession, which made the

offspring of Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn,

rather than the daughter of Henry VIII and

Queen Catherine of Aragon as the true heir

to the throne of England

All clergy and nobility asked to take an

oath upholding the act

Thomas Moore refuses!
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Is Thomas More a good example for us today to follow?
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Closing Prayer

Father,
look with love on your people
and pour out upon them the gifts of
your Spirit.
May they constantly grow in the
love of truth.
May they study and work together
for perfect unity among Christians.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit,

One God, for ever and ever.
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