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10.7.1 Causality

A causal LTI system has an impulse response k[n] that is zero for n < 0, and théref()m
right-sided. From Property 4 in Section 10.2 we then know that the ROC of H(z) is
exterior of a circle in the z-plane. For some systems, e.g., if h[n] = 8[n], so thatH Z
the ROC can extend all the way in to and possibly include the origin. Also, in gen
a right-sided impulse response, the ROC may or may not include infinity. For ex
if hfn] = 8[n + 1], then H(z) = z, which has a pole at infinity. However, as
Property 8 in Section 10.2, for a causal system the power series

H(z) = Z hin)z™"

does not include any positive powers of z. Consequently, the ROC lncludes mﬁ
marizing, we have the follow principle:

A discrete-time LTI system is causal if and only if the ROC of its syster
the exterior of a circle, including infinity.




