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A quantenly letten o friends of the Breaking New Ground Outreact Program

BNG is granted continued funding; sets new goals

ThelndianaAgrAbility Project, which
consists of the Breaking New Ground
Outreach Program and its nonprofit
partners, recently learned that the pro-
gramwill continueto receivefunding
fromtheU.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) for another four years.
Morethan twenty statessubmitted pro-
posalsfor alimited number of grantsin
the competitivefunding process. USDA
grants have been the main funding
sourcefor Breaking New Ground since
theAgrAbility Programbeganin 1991.
Recent Indianastate budget cutsshould
not have a major impact on the Pro-
gramintheforeseesblefuture.

BNGwill partner with three other non-
profit, disability servicesorganizations

during theupcoming fund-
ing cycle. In addition to
longtime partners SICIL
(Southern IndianaCenter
for Independent Living)

and theArthritisFounda-
tion—Indiana Chapter, The Indepen-
dent Center of Richmond will jointhe
IndianaAgrAbility team.

The Project will attempt to move previ-
oudy initiated projectstothenext leve,
such as contracted fee-for-servicere-
lationshipswith IndianaVocationa Re-
habilitation, the FFA Bridging Horizons
Program, targeted culturally sensitive
servicesto the Amish community, and
the Project’s Web-based resources.
Inaddition, the plan of work includes

Bill Field receives Focus Award

Professor Bill
Field, project
leader for Indiana
AgrAbility, re-
cently receivedthe
FocusAward from
the Purdue Office
of the Vice Presi-
dent for Human
Relations. Focus
Awards are given
annually to astu-
dent, a faculty
member, and agaff
member affiliated
with Purdue who have advanced the
university’scommitment toimproving
disability accessibility and diversity.

Dr. Fiddwashonored for hiswork with
Breaking New Ground, which he be-
ganin 1979, and THE CHAPSthera
peutic horssback-riding program, which
started in 1993. During hisacceptance
remarks, he emphasized that it is not
enough to providethe physical modifi-
cations necessary for accommodating
disabilities—attitudinal changes are

Professor Bill Field, third from left, with other Focus Award winners

equally important for achieving trueac-
cesshility.

Other Focus Award winners were
Adam Rodenbeck, afreshman at Pur-
due who is blind, and Betty Nelson,
former Dean of Students, who began
coordinating servicesfor studentswith
disabilitiesin 1976. Also honored was
the EPICS (Engineering Projects In
Community Service) Program, which
began at Purdue and has since spread
to other campuses acrossthe country.

several exploratory or innovative
activitiessuch asthe establishment of
afree call-in text reader service for
blind or visudly impaired personsseek-
ing agricultura-based informetion, tar-
geted support servicesfor farmersand
agricultural workerswith upper l[imb
impairments, and outreach totherap-
idly growing L atino/Hispanic popula
tionworkinginlarge-scaledairy, hog,
and poultry production operations
withinthedtate.

BNG staff member
reaches milestone

If you' veever purchased materias
from the Breaking New Ground
Resource Center, it'slikely that Ed
Kirkpatrick filled and shipped your
order. He has also served as one
of theeditorsfor the Breaking New
Ground Newsletter and many
other BNG publications. Ed, who
has been working with BNG for
11 years, recently celebrated his
80th birthday. Prior tojoining the
BNG saff, Ed served Purdue sAg-
ricultural Communications Service
as an editor for 19 years. BNG
looksforward to Ed' s continued,
vauableass stanceinthefuture.

BNG's Ed Kirkpatrick
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Load Pro Offers Access Option for Pickup Beds

The Load Pro Pickup Truck
Ramp offersasafer, easier way
toload pickup trucks, and may be
espedidly hepful toindividudswith
strength or mobility impairments.
The Load Pro consists of (1) a
cargo deck with atough, bed liner-
liketop, which coverstheentiretruck bed
and isstrong enough to carry any load the truck
can; (2) aloading platform stored inside the deck, which
pullsout to provide awide, high-traction loading surface; and (3) tail-
gateinserts, which fit onthetailgateto provide asmooth transitional surfaceas
therampisloaded and unloaded. Availablefor 62foot-long and 8-foot-long beds, the Load Pro
fitsall GM, Dodge, and Ford full-sizelight-duty pickups, including step-sidemodels. And oncelnltlally in-
stalled, it can beremoved or reinstalled in minutes.

ThelL oad Proisproduced in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan but distributed regionally by Decker and Company of Lansing,
Michigan (517-321-7231). The 6%2-foot-long model costs $699, whilethe 8-foot versionis$799. For moreinforma-
tion about the Load Pro, call 877-563-3776 or see www.loadpro.ca.

‘New Educational Web Resource
Available on Spinal Cord Injury

The Spinal Cord Injury Information Respiratory Complication after
Network at the University of Alabama SCl

Rehabilitation Research and Training » Challengesof Spastic Hyper-
Center has developed a free web- toniafollowing SCI

based SCI Health Education
MultiM edia Series. Thisresource con-
sistsof PowerPoint presentations con-
cemning:

Parents with
Disabilities

The presentationsinclude voice-over
narration (which can only be heard
when downloaded and viewed in
PowerPoint’sdideshow mode) and can
be modified for professional use. To
accessthis seriesand other important
information about spind cordinjury, go
to www.breakingnewground.info, fol-
low the link to the Breaking New
Ground Resource Center, and click on
Web-Based Resources.

Through the Looking Glassisanon-
profit center that focuses on research,
trainingand sarvicesfor familiesinwhich
aparent, child, or grandparent has a
disability. The organization’sresource
center, called the National Resource
Center on Familiesand Adultswith Dis-
abilities, is conducting anationwide
project tolearn moreabout familiesin
whichaparent withadisability israis-

* Functional Goals Following
Spina Cord Injuries

* Prevention of Pressure Sores
through Skin Care

* Prevention and Treatment of
Urinary Tract Infection

*  Understanding and Managing

ing ateen (11-17 yearsold).

Tolearn more or to completeasurvey,
call Nancy Freed at 800-644-2666,
TTY 800-804-1616; request asurvey
by e-mail at tlIg@Il ookingglass.org; or
visit the organization's Web site at
www.lookingglass.org.

New Barn Builders, IDDR coming

The 2002 editions of two popular BNG Resource Center publicationsare
headingtotheprinter soon. The Barn BuildersPeer Support Directory lists
farmers, ranchersand caregiversfrom around the nation who arewilling to
assist others. TheIndianaDirectory of Disability Resources containsagency
descriptionsand contact information for awidevariety of disability agencies.
If you' reinterested in pre-ordering either one, call BNG at 800-825-4264.



