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BNG & FFA impact lives through Brldglng Horlzons

BNG received arecord-number of en-
trantsthisyear for itsBridging Horizons
FFA Contest. Thegoal of thecontestis
to challenge FFA chaptersto complete
projectsthat improvethequdlity of life
for peoplewith physical limitationsin
their communities. Four of theentering
chapters received recognition at the
2002 FFA State Convention at Purdue.

Columbia City
FFA took the
grand prize of
$500for their con-
struction of an ac-
cessblebridgethat
gpansaravineona
nature trail. The
chapter was able
toutilizeadonated

Campbellsburg, last year’sgrand prize
winner. TheWest Washington students
modified ariding lawn mower for some-
onewith pargplegiato use, and dsobuilt
awhee chair-accessblepicnictablefor
theemployeesof BlueRiver Services.

Tri-County FFA completed renovations
of their 4-H show arenawhich provided
wheel chair-ac-
cessibleviewing,
and their efforts
earned the $100
third  prize.
Brownstown
Central FFA re-
ceived honorable
mention for re-
painting acces-
sible parking

steel frame and Toby Days prmts Bridging Horizons awards spaces at their

other donated materias, inadditionto
itemsthey purchased for the project.

Thisyear’ssecond placewinner ($250)
was West Washington FFA of

school and planting flowersat alocal
nursing home.

Plansarealready intheworksfor the
2002-03 Bridging Horizons Contest.

BNG honored with national award

Breaking New Ground was recently
honored withthe L eadership Award by
RESNA at their 25" annua conference
inMinneapolis. RESNA isthe Reha
bilitation Engineering and Assistive
Technology Society of NorthAmerica,
andtheir purposeistoimprovethe po-
tential of people with disabilities to

BNG recently joined many other pro-
grams from Purdue for the first Dis-
cover Purdue Day at Navy Pier in
Chicago. Below, Gail Deboy demon-
strates the Life Essentials tractor lift.

achievetheir goalsthrough the use of
technology.

TheRESNA LeadershipAwardisgiven
annualy to an organization that hascon-
tributed to the advancement of assistive
technol ogy, and whose contribution has
made an impact on amajor segment of
thepopulation. BNG wasrecog-
nizedfor itssugtained commitment
to the development and imple-
mentation of ass gtivetechnology
appropriatefor resdentsof agri-
cultural and rural communities
who have beenimpacted by dis-
ability. The Society acknowl-
edged BNG'suniqueroleindis-
seminating information on tech-
nology that enables farmers,
ranchers, and agricultural work-
erswho have been disabled due
toinjury or diseasetoremain pro-
ductive.

The Grand.Pnze proj ect after completl on

Contact BNG if your chapter would
likemoreinformation or if you know
of aproject inyour community that an
FFA chapter might be ableto tackle.

Accessibility
guide for tem-
porary events

IS now available

The Center for Universal Design at
North CarolinaState University re-
cently completed anew publication
entitled, Accessible Temporary
Events: APlanning Guide. Thisil-
lustrated, 103-page book was de-
veloped to assist plannersinmaking
temporary events—likecounty fars,
Street festivals, parades, politica ra-
lies, dances, and music events—ac-
bleto peoplewith disahilities.

For acopy of theguide, contact the
Great LakesADA & IT Center at
(800)949-4232 (Voice/TTY). The
guidescogt $7.50, shippingincluded.
BNG andADA Indiana—thelndiana
ADA Steering Committee—area so
sending acopy of theguideto every
county Extension officeinthestate.
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Students build extended tractor step for under $35

Each year, seniors in
Purdue’ s Department of Ag-
riculturd and Biologica En-
gineering complete senior
design projects. Frequently,
someof the studentstackle
projects that could benefit
farmers and ranchers with
dissbilities.

Thisyear, Dr. Bill Feldchd-
lenged three studentsto de-
sgnanextending/retracting
tractor step that would be
simpleand cost-effectiveto

producecommercialy. The  angy coomes, Mark Childress, and Kurt Lanzone with

three students, Andy their extended tractor step senior design project

Coomes, Mark Childress,

and Kurt Lanzone, utilized commonly
avalablematerids, suchassquarested
tubing, springs, and step treads, to con-
struct afunctiona step for atotal cost
of $33.92.

Polio survivors
plan 4th annual
fall conference

ThelndianaPolio SurvivorsAssocia:
tion (IPSA) will host itsfourthannua

conference September 14 & 15 at
Clarian Hedlth Parthners—Methodist
Hospital of Indianain Indianapolis.
2002 marksthe 50" anniversary of
Indiana slargest polio epidemic, and
thisyear’sconferencethemeisPolio
in Indiana—the Legacy Continues.
Thefeatured speaker will beRichard
L. Bruno, Ph.D., aclinical psycho-
physiologist specidizingin studying
and treating post-polio sequelae
(PPS). For moreinformation about
thisconference, contact IPSA a 765
759-9363 or i psaone@prodigy.net.

Discussionshavebeen held with Life
Essentialsof West L afayette concern-
ing thecommercial production of this
device. If you have questionsabout the
designor materidsusedfor thisproject,
fedl freeto contact BNG

Tractor step in the extended position

Y Partners in Policymaking is

acceptlng 2003 Academy applicants

Individua swith disabilitiesand parents
of childrenwith disabilitiesareinvited
to apply for the Partners in
Policymaking Training Academy,
funded by the Indiana Governor’s
Council for Peoplewith Disahilitiesand
administered by the United Cerebral
Palsy Association of Greater Indiana
(UCP). The PartnersAcademy equips
itsgraduateswith the necessary skills
andinformationto play aleadershiprole
in policy development and advocacy
withintheir communitiesand e thestate
level in order toimprovethequality of
disability-related servicesin Indiana

The Partners program includes eight
weekendsof intensivetraining over a
nine-month period of time, and appli-
cantsmust bewilling to commit to at-
tendance and homework requirements.

There are currently more than 500
graduates of Indiana’s Partners in
Policymaking program.

Theapplication deadlineisAugust 17
for the Partners Academy Class of
2003. For more information about
applying, contact RoseBlack at UCP:
(800) 821-6708 or pip@ucpai ndy.org.



