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A quantenly letten o friends of the Breaking New Ground Outreact Program

Bridging Horizons Contest winners named

Thewinner of the 2000-2001 Bridging
Horizons contest winner is the West
Washington FFA of Campbellsburg
(Washington County).

The FFA Bridging Horizons Contest,
sponsored by Breaking New Ground,
challenges FFA chaptersto make an
impact on their communities by plan-
ningand completing
projects that en-
hancetheindepen-
dence and quality
of lifefor individu-
dswithdisahilities.

TheteemfromWest
Washington chose
the challenging
project of helping
Ron Elgin, anindi-

Sudents work on Ron Elgin's ATV

vidua with quadriplegia, accesshisATV
and lawn mower. To do so, severa
modifications had to be made, includ-
ing the conversion of thefoot controls
on both pieces of equipment into hand
controlsand theredesign, fabrication,
and replacement of both seatsto meet
Ron’sneeds. In addition, the students
made saf ety modifications, such aspro-
tecting Ron’s legs
from engine heat,
andthey arecontinu-
ingtodevisealiftto
safely move Ronon
and off themachines.

Asarewardfor their
ambitious and cre-
ative project, West
Washington received
the grand prize of

Toby Dayswasrecently named the
first recipient of the Breaking New
Ground Scholarship. Originally from
Auburn, Indiana, Toby isagraduate
student in the Forestry and Natural
Resources Department of Purdue’s
Schoal of Agriculture, where he spe-
adizesinwetlandsmanagement. This
summer, Toby issarving aninternship

ent Toby Days

First BNG Scholarship awarded

with the EPA in Chicago and should
finish hisdegreein December.

The BNG Scholarship was estab-
lishedto providefinancia support to
sudentswith sgnificant physica dis-
abilitieswho areenrolledin Purdue's
School of Agricultureand are pursu-
ing agriculture-related careers.

Oneof theindividua sinstrumenta in
establishingthe BNG Scholarshipis
Hubert Von Holton, president and
founder of Round GroveMachinein
West L afayette. Though diagnosed
with polio at age five and mobility
impaired for most of hislife, Mr. Von
Holton has succeeded in many en-
terprises, and wasajprincipal devel-
oper of theMud Hog drive unit used
onagricultural equipment aroundthe
world.

For moreinformation about applying
for theBNG Scholarship, or to make
atax-deductiblecontribution, contact
BNG at 800-825-4264.

Churchman accept the contest award at the
2001 Sate FFA Convention at Purdue
$500. According to chapter advisor
Cory Scott, the project has made an
impact not only on Ron Elgin, but aso
onthestudentsthemselves.

Plansarealready intheworksfor next
year’sBridging Horizons Contest. If
you' rean FFA advisor and areinter-
estedin participating, or if you havea
need that an FFA chapter might ad-
dress, contact BNG at 800-825-4264.

BNG workshop
series honored

The Caregiving in the Heartland
workshop series, coordinated by
Breaking New Ground and supported
withfundingfromthelndianaState De-
partment of Health, recently received
thelndianaRura HedthAssociation's
State L evel Distinguished Community
Service Rura Health Award.

M ore than ten organi zations partici-
pated inthe planning and conducting of
theworkshops, including the Indiana
ArthritisFoundation and the I ndepen-
dent Living Center of Eastern Indiana.

The Indiana
Rural Health
Association
presents this
award annu-
dlytoanin-
dividual or
organizationthat

providesan outstanding contributionto
rural health at the Satelevd.




Nes Nd

Breaking New Ground Outreach Program
Purdue University

1146 ABE Bldg.

W. Lafayette, IN 47907-1146

(800) 825-4264 (Voice/TDD)
www.agrability.org

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Purdue University

Leek for BNG at:

Indiana State Fair
August 8-19

National Farm Progress
Show in Lafayette

September 25-27

Rural Rehab Specialist: Steve Swain

BNG Project Leader: Bill Field Program Manager: Paul Jones

Life Essentials develops truck-mounted lift
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Inadditiontoitsline of custom-manufactured person-liftsfor tractors,
boats, horses, semis, and other applications, Life Essentialsof West
L afayette now offersamobilelift that fitsin the back of apickup truck
and iscapable of providing accessto multiple machines.

A

Life Essentialsrecommendsat least a¥ton pickup for thislift and pref-
erably afull tontruck. Evenwhen completely stowed, thereistill some
storage room in the truck bed. Thelift can also be detached and re-
moved from the bed with ahoist or front |oader when not needed.

Thelift operates on anindependent hydraulic system powered by the
truck battery. Two hydraulically-operated supportsextend fromthelift
to the ground to provide added stability. At maximum extension, the
seat will reach approximately eight feet fromthemast.

Theestimated priceof thelift isapproximately $14, 300. Although more
expensivethan asinglelift permanently attached to a piece of equip-
ment, itsmulti ple-use capability makesit afeasible option for the opera-
tor who wantsto access more than one machine.

For moreinformation on thisnew lift and other assi stive devices, con-
tact Life Essential sat 800-543-3740.

Life essentials lift in extended position

Amish benefit

Changes at THE CHAPS

After morethan eight yearsof service
and leadershipto THE CHAPSthera-
peutic horseback riding program, Sherri
McCormick recently hitthetrail for new
adventuresin other aress.

In her capacity as CHAPS Director,
Sherri served asan administrator, in-
structor, and
fund-raiser
for the pro-
gram, which
expanded
significantly
during her
tenure.
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ri McCormick

Though no
longer anoffi-
cid gaff member, Sherri remainscdosdy
involved with the program asamem-
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ber of THE CHAPS advisory group.

Since Sherri’sretirement, Aissalrvin-
Sayton hasjoined the s&ff tofacilitate
fund-raisngand publicreations.

THE CHAPS stands for T herapy,
Health, and Education through Chil-
drenand Horses AsPartnerS.
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Aissa Irvin-Sayton with Bl

from BNG work

Breaking New Ground staff and con-
sultantshave been privileged to attend
the past three annual “ Amish Handi-
capped Gatherings,” the most recent
heldin Lancagter, Pennsylvaniain June.
Amishfamiliesimpacted by avariety of
disabilities come to these gatherings
fromall over thenation. Thisyear, BNG
wasrepresented by Treva Chupp, who
grew upAmish, recently graduated from
Bal State, and hasmultipledisabilities.

BNG iscommitted to continued work
withAmish groups, and tentative plans
arebeing madeto collabo-
ratewiththelndependent
Living Center of Eastern
Indianaon programsto
better serveAmishfami-
lieswithdisabilitiesinthet
part of the state.




