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BNG launches new rural caregiving initiatives

From 2000-2003, Breaking New
Ground coordinated the annual
CaregivingintheHeartland workshop
series, and more than 850 attendees
participated. Thisyear BNG will con-
tinueto assist rural caregivers, though
through different means.

With continued financial support
fromthelndianaOfficeof Rurd Hedlth,
andin cooperationwith many other or-
ganizations, such astheArthritisFoun-
dationand ATTAIN, BNGisdevelop-
ingaWeb sitefor rural caregiversand
sponsoring atrain-the-trainer workshop
for professionals working with
caregivers. Itishoped that these efforts
will multiply theimpact of theprevious
caregivinginitiativesand expand their
effectsto other regionsof Indianaand
other statesaswell.

TheWeb site, www.ruralcare.info,
isscheduled to be on-lineby theend of
June. It will featuremany of themateri-
alsfromthe To Everything Thereisa
Season resource kit developed by
BNG including on-lineversionsof the
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workbook, leader’sguide, and video.
Alsoincluded onthesitewill belinksto
avariety of other organizationsandin-
formation sources that may benefit
caregivers.

Whiletheimpact of the Caregiving
inthe Heartland workshop serieswas
largely confined to Indiana, theWeb site
will be avail able worldwide and will
contain specific caregiving resources
for each state. Also planned for thesite
isabulletin board where caregiverscan
shareand receiveinformation and sup-
port.

Thetrain-the-trainer workshop is
scheduled for Tuesday, June 29, at the
ArthritisFoundationinIndiangpolis. The
focus of thissessionwill beon equip-
ping professionals to function asre-

Bill Field receives ICRC
Spirit of Justice Award

Dr. Bill Field wasrecently honored by the Indiana Civil RightsCommission
with aSpirit of JusticeAward during the Commission’sannual IndianaState

EmployeesMartin L uther

King, Jr. Celebration. The
Spirit of Justice Awards
recognizecivil rightsadvo-
cateswho havefurthered
Dr. King's dream by de-
voting their careers and
personal effortsto social
justice in Indiana. The
award was given to Dr.
Fieldfor hiseffortsto as-
S< peoplewithdisabilities
inIndiana

AtleftisDr. Field re-
celvinghisaward fromLt.
Governor Kathy Davis
(right) and Indiana Civil
RightsCommission Direc-
tor SandralLeek (left).

source specidistsfor caregivers. The
Web sitewill beintroduced and itsfea-
tureshighlighted. Participantswill also
be given aprimer on conducting their
own caregiving workshops. Featured
speakerswill include many of thefa-
vorites from the Caregiving in the
Heartland workshop series, and pan-
elistswill discuss both thethingsthat
seemtowork well and thosethat don't
work so well when conducting work-
shops.

If youareinterested in participating
in the June workshop or would like
more information about the Web site,
contact BNG at 800-825-4264. Feel
freeto bookmark www.ruralcare.info
andvisit thesiteat theend of June.

Distribution of
TOOLBOX CD
IS progressing

Sinceannouncing thereleaseof
the new Toolbox CD in our last
NewsNote, BNG hasalready dis-
tributed more than 100 copies of
theresource.

Thislatest edition of Agricul-
tural Tools, Equipment, Machin-
ery, and Buildings for Farmers
and Ranchers with Disabilities
offersmany product updatesplus
featuresavallableonly ineectronic
format, such ashyperlinksto Web
sitesand video clips.

The Toolbox CDA.HE‘
is available for =,
$25. Contact 4 B ol 0
BNG at 800- i :
825-4264 to \|Une
order your copy.
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Self-employment continues to be a topic of interest

In 2003, Bresking New Ground, led
by Rurad Rehabilitation Specidist Steve
Swain, coordinated a series of work-
shops and one-on-one meetings con-
cerning self-employment for people
with disabilities. Eventhough thefor-
mal sessionsended last fall, thisinitia-
tive continuesto generateagreat deal
of interest and activity concerning the
topic of salf-employment.

Dave Hammis, anationally-know
expert in employment for peoplewith
disabilities, wasthelead instructor for
the 2003 self-employment project.
Approximately 60 peopleattended one
or moreof thethreeclassroom sessons
Hammistaught. Attendeesincluded VR
counsglors, Extension educators, Smdll
BusinessDeve opment Center saff, and
peoplewith disabilities. An additional
session was conducted at the Indiana
Deaf School for parents, students, and
professionals. BNG staff also madea
total of 35individual client visitscon-
cerning self-employment issues, and
Hammisparticipatedin 21 of these.

Asan example of asuccess story,
oneof the participantswho attended the
workshopswasinterested in starting a
pet grooming business. She had com-
pleted someinitia work onabusiness
plan prior to the workshops and was

Partners in Policymaking
accepting applicants

Individua swith disabilitiesand par-
entsof childrenwith disabilitiesarein-
vited to apply for the Partners in
Policymaking Training Academy. This
program equipsitsgraduateswith the
necessary skillsandinformationto play
aleadershiprolein policy devel opment
and advocacy withintheir communities
and a thestatelevel inorder toimprove
thequdlity of disability-related services.

also able to meet
with Swain and
Hammis for indi-
vidua consultation.
After somemodifi-
cations, thebusiness
plan was submitted
to VR and funded.
Steve Swain has
continuedtoexpand =
hisexpertiseinthe |

areaof sdf-employ-
ment. Heisamem-
ber of the Purdue Extension New Ven-
tures Team, agroup involved infacili-
tating agricultural businessstart-upsin
Indiana, and isa so part of the Nationa
AgrAbility Program self-employment
committee. Steve has been assisting
with severa businessplansfor consum-
ersinterested in starting their own busi-
nesses. He believesthese efforts are
important because they open another
door for peoplewith disahilitiestore-
turntowork. Steve notesthat thereare
severd optionsto help peoplewithdis-
abilitiesparticipatein gainful employ-
ment whilemaintaining Socia Security
and Medicaid benefits. However, he
also addsthat starting and maintaining
sdf-employmentishardwork andisnot
for everyone.

ThePartnersprogramincludeseight
weekends of intensivetraining over a
nine-month period of time. Whilethere
isno cost to participants, they must be
willing to commit to attendance and
homework requirements.

Theapplication deadlineis June4.
For moreinformation about applying,
email pip@ucpaindy.org or call 800
821-6708.

Seve Swain (left) and Dave Hammis (right) assist BNG
consumer consultant Randy Martin with his business plan

If you areinterested infurther infor-
mation concerning saf-employment for
peoplewith disabilities, contact Steve
Swain at 800-825-4264.

Staff puckers
with pig for BNG

The Turkey Run FFA chapter came
up with acreative way to blessBNG
with some added funds by sponsoring
a“KissthePig” contest asoneof their
FFA Week activities. Studentsand staff
membersat theschool madedonations
to piggy banksrepresenting each staff
member. Thetwo “lucky” staff mem-
berswho received the most money got
to pucker up withapig during haftime
of a home basketball game. BNG
thanks Turkey Run FFA for their hard
work and crestivity, thetwo staff mem-
bersfor their “sacrifice,” and Orvillethe
pigfor hisanima magnetism.

Orville prepares for his big date



