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BNG hosts workshop series on self-employment

Workingwiththesocid servicesystems
that provide employment assistanceto
peoplewith disabilitiescan beadaunt-
ing task, especialy intheareaof self-
employment. To assist individualsin
navigating their way through these un-
certain waters, Breaking New Ground
will host aseriesof workshopsconcern-
ing self-employment opportunitiesfor
peoplewith disabilities.

The National AgrAbility Project has
commissioned two nationally known
expertsinthisarea, Cary Griffinand
Dave Hammis, to conduct workshops
in three states—Indiana, Tennessee,
and New York—in cooperation with

those states' AgrAbility
projects. Griffin and
Hammisspecidizein help-
ing peoplewith disabilities
makeuseof exisingfederad

AGRABILITY PROJECT

and stateresources/bendfits

to remain or become self-employed
through such meansasbusinessplans,
PASS plans, Socia Security benefits
anaysis, and work incentives.

The first workshop is scheduled for
Thursday, May 29 at theArthritisFoun-
dation-IndianaChapter, |ocated at 8660
Guion Road inIndianapolis. Itisopen
to peoplewith disabilitiesand profes-
sionals, including vocationa rehabilita

Bill Field named Sagamore of the
Wabash; authors mine injury article

Indiana Governor
Frank O’ Bannon re-
cently named Dr. Bill
Field a Sagamore of
the Wabash—the
highest award thegov-
ernor bestows.

Theterm* Sagamore”’
was used by the
AmericanIndiantribes
of the northeastern
U.S. to describe a
great man among the

tribetowhomthechief  Bill Field receiving his Sagamore of the Wabash award from
Indiana State Representative Sue Scholer of Lafayette

would look for wis-
domand advice. The Sagamore of the
Wabash award was created during the
term of Governor Ralph Gates, who
served from 1945-49, and has been
presented by governors ever since.
Past recipientsincludeastronauts, U.S.
presidents, ambassadors, artists, musi-
cians, educators, palitical and business
leaders and other citizens who have
contributed to the Hoos er heritage.

Dr. Fiddwashonored for hiswork with
Breaking New Ground, THE CHAPS
therapeutic horseback riding program,

PurdueAgricultural Safety and Hedlth,
and other community serviceactivities.

Dr. Fieldadsorecently had anarticle pub-
lished in the Journal of Mine Action
(Issue6.3). Thejournal ispublished by
TheMineAction Information Center, a
clearinghouse for information on
landmine-relatedissuesandtopics. This
particular issue addressed methods of
assistancetolandminevictimsand sur-
vivors, and Dr. Field'sarticlediscussed
assstivetechnol ogy solutionsfor farm-
ersinother countriesinjuredby landmines

tion counselorsand WorkOne person-
nel. Some of the specific subject areas
for theworkshop seriesinclude: using
work incentives, such as Social Secu-
rity Subsidy, Ticket to Independence,
and Individud TrainingAccounts, mar-
keting; e-commerce; homebus nesses;
and operationsprinciples. Thereisno
charge to attend the workshops. For
moreinformation or to register, con-
tact BNG at 800-825-4264.

New consultant
joins BNG team

ThelndianaAgrAbility project re-
cently welcomed Randy Martinas
aconsumer consultant. Randy was
activefor many yearsinthecattle
business—specializing in show
cattle-until hewasforced to make
career changes due to complica-
tionsfromadisablinginjury. Randy
will work with the Breaking New
Ground Outreach Program and
one of its nonprofit partners, the
Southern Indiana Center for Inde-
pendent Living. His specialty is
farm visits, and his focus is the
southern half of the state. Please
feel freeto call 800-825-4264 if
youwouldlikeavisit.

Randy Martin
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Self-employment Training Workshop

May 29
Arthritis Foundation—Indianapolis
Check inside for details

BNG Project Leader: Bill Field

Program Manager: Paul Jones

Rural Rehab Specialist: Steve Swain

New chair combines
manual & motorized
operation features

I ndependence Technol ogy recently un-
veiled anew concept inwheel chair de-
sign—the iIGLIDE™ Manual Assist
Whed chair. TheiGLIDE™ lookssimi-
lar toastandard manud chair; however,
sensors, microprocessors, and small
motors provide power assistance to
supplement the user’s efforts. This
means that less effort isrequired for
navigatingtypicaly chalenging surfaces,
such as ramps, soft carpet, or grass.
Thechair reportedly travelstwotothree
timesfarther than norma onasinglepush
and maintainsan even speed when de-
scending hillsand ramps.

The manufacturers claim that the
IGLIDE™ can assist peoplewithdis-

abilitiesincluding ar-
thritis MS, and spina
chordinjuries andcan
reducetheoccurrence
of secondary disor-
dersthat often result
from manual wheel-
chair use, such ascar-
pal tunnel syndrome
or repetitive stressinjuries. They indi-
catethat thenew char dsofillsthetech-
nology gap for thosewho cannolonger
useastandard manual chair but do not
yet need afull-power chair.

TheiGLIDE™ welghsapproximately
55 pounds and costs around $7,900.
For moreinformation, goto Internet Ste

Caregiver workshops reach over 250

The CaregivingintheHeartland work-
shop series, coordinated by BNG in
cooperation with the Indiana Office of
Rural Health and over 20 other organi-
zations, recently ended for 2003witha
total attendance of 254. This record
number of participants gavethework-
shopsanimpressive overal rating of

9.03 out of 10inregardtotheir overdl
effectivenessin meeting expectations.
Withthisyear’ sthemeof “Caregiving
inUncertain Times,” the sessionsin-
cluded a special track on emergency
preparednesswhich featured speakers
Randy Beaver from Unity Healthcare
of Lafayette, BNG's Bill Field and
Larry Evans, andlo-
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Ed Bell delivers the keynote address to participants at the
Connersville Caregiving in the Heartland Workshop

ca emergency man-
agement experts
from each area
where the work-
shopswereheld.

Plans are already
underway for more
caregiving events
next year. Check
back with the News
Notefor further de-
tails about partici-
pating in these
workshops.
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The new iGLIDE™ wheelchair by Independence Technology

www.iglidenow.com or cdl toll-free
1-877-794-4583. Independence Tech-
nology is subsidiary of Johnson &
Johnson.

Scholarships
available for

Purdue students

BNG and Purdue' sAgricultural Safety
and Health Program are each coordi-
nating scholarshipsfor Purduestudents.

TheWillsey Scholar ship isintended
to assist Purdue studentswho havelost
aparent dueto afarm-related injury.
Thisscholarship—which hashad three
recipientsso far—wasinitiated in 2000
by Mrs. F. R. (Helen) Willsey in
memory of longtime Purdue safety spe-
cialist F.R. “Dick” Willsey. The Von
Holton/BNG Scholar ship assstsstu-
dentswith disabilitiespursuing acareer
inagriculture. Started in 2000 to honor
the contributionsof Hubert Von Holton
to the Breaking New Ground (BNG)
Resource Center, hisscholarship has
had two recipientsso far.

Anyoneinterested infinding out more
about these scholarshipsor wanting to
apply should contact BNG at 800-
825-4264. Contributions to these
scholarshipsareawayswelcomed and
appreciated.



