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Read this article. Then answer questions 37 and 38. 

Excerpt from Double Dutch:    
A Celebration of Jump Rope,  

Rhyme, and Sisterhood  
by Veronica Chambers 

Tahira Reid was an eight-year-old girl living in the Bronx, a borough of 
New York City, when she came up with her first invention. There was a poster 
contest for kids in the third grade, and the theme was: “What would you like to 
see in the future?’’ It was the year the Space Shuttle Challenger was launched, 
and almost everyone drew a picture of astronauts, rockets, or people who lived 
on the moon. But Tahira thought an invention should be practical, as well as 
imaginative. Although she was just a little girl, she had already grasped the credo 
of history’s finest inventors. 

As a third grader, Tahira’s biggest problem was that she didn’t have anyone 
to turn double Dutch for her when she came home from school. Before, in 
between, and after classes, she could jump whenever she wanted, surrounded 
by girls who also loved to turn and jump. In her neighborhood, however, there 
weren’t any kids her age, and Tahira couldn’t jump double Dutch alone. She 
came up with the idea for a machine that would turn the ropes for you. 
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37 

38 

       In paragraph 3 of “Excerpt from Double Dutch: A Celebration of Jump Rope, Rhyme, 
and Sisterhood,’’ what does “At first, Tahira was stumped’’ mean? Use  two details from 
the article to support your response. 

       In “Excerpt from Double Dutch: A Celebration of Jump Rope, Rhyme, and Sisterhood ,’’ 
what did Tahira think about the sport of double Dutch as an adult? Use  two details 
from the article to support your response. 
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