
PUBLIC POLICY DEBATES
D. G. Meyer ©2015, Images Property of their Respective Owners

https://youtu.be/BXdNYXMQoy8
https://youtu.be/BXdNYXMQoy8


ENERGY USE
Home Heating / Cooling
• Should a public utility (gas, electric) have the authority to 

monitor and/or control your thermostat settings?
• Should consumers be required to purchase a specific product 

(e.g. Nest thermostat) to participate in a government-sponsored 
(mandated) “energy savings/control” program?

• Should tax dollars be used to penalize/incentivize participation 
in a heating/cooling “energy savings/control” program? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L8TkhHgkBsg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L8TkhHgkBsg


ENERGY USE
Home Heating / Cooling
• Should a “consent clause” be included in the purchase agreement for 

an IoT device like a Nest thermostat?
• Potential for abuse of data?



ENERGY USE
Transportation
• Should the government have the authority to establish fuel 

economy (Corporate Average Fuel Economy or “CAFE”) 
standards for automobiles?



ENERGY USE
Transportation
• Should the government offer tax incentives for all-electric 

vehicles ($7500) and plug-in hybrids ($2500-$7500)?



ENERGY USE
Transportation
• Should the government require oil companies to manufacture 

ethanol (E85) fuel as well as add 10-15% ethanol to gasoline?

It takes 1.5 gallons of ethanol 
(E-85) to drive as many miles as 
one gallon of gasoline.

Every gallon of ethanol removes 
53 cents from the Federal Highway 
Trust Fund because of a special tax 
break for producers.



ENERGY USE
Home Lighting
• Should the government regulate the type of light bulbs that can 

be manufactured/sold in the US?
• Was the promotion of CFLs premature/ill-advised?

On/Off cycling: CFLs are sensitive to frequent on/off cycling. Their rated 
lifetimes of 10,000 hours are reduced in applications where the light is 
switched on and off very often. Closets and other places where lights 
are needed for brief illumination should use incandescent or LED bulbs.

Dimmers: Dimmable CFLs are available for lights using a dimmer switch, 
but check the package; not all CFLs can be used on dimmer switches. 
Using a regular CFL with a dimmer can shorten the bulb life span.

Outdoors: CFLs can be used outdoors, but should be covered or shaded 
from the elements. Low temperatures may reduce light levels - check 
the package label to see if the bulb is suited for outdoor use.

Retail lighting: CFLs are not spot lights. Retail store display lighting 
usually requires narrow focus beams for stronger spot lighting. CFLs are 
better for area lighting.

Mercury content: CFLs contain small amounts of mercury which is a 
toxic metal. This metal may be released if the bulb is broken, or during 
disposal. For more information about mercury and CFLs, see below.



ENERGY USE
Energy Star Certification
• Are there any consequences associated with the promotion of 

“energy star compliant” products?



ENERGY PRODUCTION
Energy Star Certification
• Should the government offer tax credits for the purchase of 

energy star certified products?

Capacity ≤ 100 KW



ENERGY PRODUCTION
Alternate (“Green”) Energy Sources
• Should the government subsidize alternate energy production?



ENVIRONMENTAL
Climate Change 
• Is “climate change” science “settled”?
• What is a “greenhouse” and how does it work? 
• What is the atmospheric CO2 concentration?



ENVIRONMENTAL
Climate Change – Then and Now
• Climate change “science” 

(circa 1975)
“The evidence in support of these predictions 
has now begun to accumulate so massively 
that meteorologists are hard-pressed to keep 
up with it.”

“Climatologists are 
pessimistic that 
political leaders will 
take any positive action 
to compensate for the 
climate change, or 
even to ally its effects.”

“The longer the planners delay, the more 
difficult will they find it to cope with climatic 
change once the results become grim 
reality.”                 Newsweek, April 28, 1975



ENVIRONMENTAL
Climate Change – Then and Now
• Climate change “science” 

(circa 2006)

“Al Gore says we've got ten years. Ten years left to 
save the planet from a scorching. Okay, we're going 
to start counting. This is January 27th,  2006.”



ENVIRONMENTAL
“Gas Taxes”
• Should the government impose a “carbon tax” on “fossil fuel” 

energy production to reduce “greenhouse” gases (namely CO2)?
• Since methane is a more potent “greenhouse gas” than CO2, 

should the government also impose a “flatulence” tax?



EDUCATION
Our Most Important Natural Resource
• Who should “control” K-12 education?
• What about the so-called “common core” standards?
• What role should each constituency play?

• Federal government
• State government
• Local (county/city) government
• Parents



SUMMARY
Economics / Freedom / Personal Responsibility
• What should be determined/mandated by government vs. 

the “free market”?
• Why are some regulations ultimately necessary?
• Are we better off with limited government, or would we as 

citizens benefit from (even more) regulations?
• How important is individual freedom?
• What is our personal responsibility toward ensuring good 

governance?

Be informed – and exercise your right to vote!
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