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We live in a multisensory world, being continually bombarded with information conveyed to us
by the different sensory systems. As such, one of the major jobs of the brain is to appropriately
integrate this information into a seamless and coherent perceptual gestalt. In addition to
building our perceptual reality, multisensory integration has also been shown to give rise to
powerful behavioral benefits. The talk will focus on how individual neurons integrate
multisensory cues, how these neurons and their associated networks develop, and how
alterations in multisensory function may play an important and underappreciated role in the
social communication challenges often seen in autism.
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