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What decisions can be 
informed through the use of 

NIH data?

Selection of home IC 
Selection of study section

Selection of program officer
Preparing for future proposals



AA NIH National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA)
AG NIH National Institute on Aging (NIA)
AI NIH National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID)
AR NIH National Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin 

Diseases (NIAMS)
AT NIH National Center for Complementary and Integrative Health 

(NCCIH)
CA NIH National Cancer Institute (NCI)
DA NIH National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA)
DC NIH National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication 

Disorders (NIDCD)
DE NIH National Institute of Dental & Craniofacial Research (NIDCR)
DK NIH National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases 

(NIDDK)
EB NIH National Institute of Biomedical Imaging and Bioengineering 

(NIBIB)
ES NIH National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS)
EY NIH National Eye Institute (NEI)

Institute and Center (IC) abbreviations



GM NIH National Institute of General Medical Sciences (NIGMS)
HD NIH Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and 

Human Development (NICHD)
HG NIH National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI)
HL NIH National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute (NHLBI)
LM NIH National Library of Medicine (NLM)
MD NIH National Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities 

(NIMHD)
MH NIH National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH)
NR NIH National Institute of Nursing Research (NINR)
NS NIH National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS)
RM NIH Roadmap
RR National Center for Research Resources (NCRR) (dissolved 12/2011)
TR NIH National Center for Advancing translational Sciences (NCATS)
TW NIH Fogarty International Center (FIC)

Institute and Center (IC) abbreviations



R01 NIH Research Project Grant Program (R01)
•Used to support a discrete, specified, circumscribed research 
project
•NIH's most commonly used grant program
•No specific dollar limit unless specified in FOA
•Advance permission required for $500K or more (direct costs) in 
any year
•Generally awarded for 3 -5 years
•Utilized by all ICs
•See parent FOA: PA-16-160

R03 NIH Small Grant Program (R03):
•Provides limited funding for a short period of time to support a 
variety of types of projects, including: pilot or feasibility studies, 
collection of preliminary data, secondary analysis of existing 
data, small, self-contained research projects, development of 
new research technology, etc.
•Limited to two years of funding
•Direct costs generally up to $50,000 per year
•Not renewable
•Utilized by more than half of the NIH ICs
•See parent FOA: PA-16-162



R21 NIH Exploratory/Developmental Research Grant Award (R21)
•Encourages new, exploratory and developmental research 
projects by providing support for the early stages of project 
development. Sometimes used for pilot and feasibility studies.
•Limited to up to two years of funding
•Combined budget for direct costs for the two year project period 
usually may not exceed $275,000.
•No preliminary data is generally required
•Most ICs utilize
•See parent FOA: PA-16-161

R34 NIH Clinical Trial Planning Grant (R34) Program
•Designed to permit early peer review of the rationale for the 
proposed clinical trial and support development of essential 
elements of a clinical trial
•Usually project period of one year, sometimes up to 3
•Usually, allows for a budget of up to $100,000 direct costs, 
sometimes up to $450,000
•Used only by select ICs; no parent FOA



What is your problem?









NIH Institutes Activity Code Number Reviewed Number Awarded Success Rate3 Total Funding4

NCI R21 1,901 153 8.0% $30,515,060

NHLBI R21 333 35 10.5% $5,483,504

NIDCR R21 220 22 10.0% $4,973,237

NIDDK R21 407 30 7.4% $6,810,635

NINDS R21 1,344 188 14.0% $44,525,922

NIAID R21 2,550 408 16.0% $92,462,775

NIGMS R21 3 3 100.0% $549,332

NICHD R21 1,194 152 12.7% $34,694,103

NEI R21 323 49 15.2% $11,260,172

NIEHS R21 336 37 11.0% $8,696,641

NIA R21 865 186 21.5% $43,408,922

NIAMS R21 570 79 13.9% $15,852,639

NIDCD R21 266 56 21.1% $11,150,098

NIMH R21 678 120 17.7% $27,124,729

NIDA R21 539 109 20.2% $24,411,427

NIAAA R21 275 46 16.7% $9,847,715

NINR R21 253 10 4.0% $2,359,940

NHGRI R21 83 14 16.9% $3,617,712

NIBIB R21 860 73 8.5% $15,822,295

NCCIH R21 64 4 6.3% $647,308

NIMHD R21 139 18 12.9% $4,232,327

FIC R21 158 13 8.2% $2,570,409

NLM R21 46 6 13.0% $1,172,743

NCATS R21 11 4 36.4% $927,852

OD ORIP-SEPA† R21 75 11 14.7% $2,306,984



















“hearing”



What awards have been made from a 
given study section?



What ideas or fields are funded by 
the NIH in general and an institute in 

specific?

Council reports
Director’s budget requests

RePORTER data
Program officer









Federal RePORTER
http://federalreporter.nih.gov/
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