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Interest in war and its effects on the environment is growing rapidly and yet what Tait Keller observed in
2014 for the environmental history of World War I remains true: that "[w]hile many contemporaries
mourned the fate of blasted lands along the front lines, the natural world often remains a voiceless casualty
of war in current scholarship." Virtually all writing about wars, including early modern ones, however,
discusses environmental and ecological damage if often only tangentially or implicitly. The circumstances
are familiar: ruined farms, trampled fields, clear-cut or "traumatized" forests, burned-out sacred and secular
buildings. Sometimes, too, we hear about ruptured dams, collapsed or exploded bridges, obstructed locks and
canals. The immediate effects of such destruction were obvious, but early modernists, unlike historians of
the modern world, have been less active in exploring the enduring impact of war on the environment and its
ability to shape long term "changes in the land" as well as to affect identities. Although destruction and
recovery were interactive processes, even less thought has been given to the massive changes rebuilding
wrought on the environment. “Silent Witness” analyzes how the wars of the mid to late seventeenth century
affected the natural, built, and human landscapes of Brandenburg during turbulent times.
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