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Abstract 
 
TDR has become the standard method for volumetric water content measurement in porous 
materials.  The success of the method stems from its robust calibration and its ease of use.  In 
particular, the ability of users to design probes for specific applications makes the method highly 
adaptable for well-controlled measurements over a range of spatial scales.  The improvements 
made over the last quarter century in using and understanding TDR have advanced soil science 
and other related disciplines.  Now it is time to take the lessons that we have learned and to apply 
them to other indirect measurement methods.  The purpose of this talk is to review our progress 
with TDR and to attempt to describe how our work could benefit a wider community. 
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