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A PWS supplies >25 of the same people >6 months/year

A ósmallô PWS serves <10,000 people

Small systems serve 78% of the U.S. population

Follow Us@TheWheltonGroup
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2021

Marshall Fire

6,021 acres

Wells = ?

2018

Camp Fire

153,000 acres

Wells = 2,438

Private drinking water 

wells serve 15% of the 
U.S. population

1 km2 = 0.38 mi2

Source: USGS
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Purpose
Support owners and users of small water systems and private drinking water wells in 
Boulder County after the Marshall Fire. 

Goal
To better understand water infrastructure system damage and water contamination 
potential for small water systems and private well owners.

Objectives
(1) Document experiences of the small water systems and review system data

(2) Inspect private wells and conduct water testing to determine if grossvolatile 
organic compound (VOC), semi-volatile organic compound (SVOC), or heavy metal 
contamination was present

(3) Identify scientific and policy-gaps that inhibit better public health protection

Audience
Small water system and well owners and government sectors for improving their 
decision-making processes during incident response and recovery 
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Name (population)
D/D

Properties

Power

Loss?

Chemical

Contamination?

Mains,

miles
Hydrants

Finished Water

Storage, MG

Raw 

Water

EBCWD (300) 72 of 137 Yes Yes 8 40 0.1 Lafayette

S.S. Mobile Home Park (150) 3, wind Yes No <1 0 None 1 Well


