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Abstract:  
We are in the midst of a major change in the 
requirements for visualization technologies. The issues 
posed by information overload goes beyond what is 
provided by traditional scientific and information 
visualization.  These new requirements will drive a 
emerging research and development agenda including 
aspects from both scientific and information 
visualization with a published starting point developed 
by a team of 40 renowned scientists and hopeful end 
users: Illuminating the Path: the Research and 
Development Agenda for Visual Analytics, 
http://nvac.pnl.gov/ .  This agenda was one of the first 
major deliverables of the newly formed National 
Visualization an Analytics Center,   The objectives are 
to bring the next generation visual analytics technology 
and next generation talents to missions of homeland 
security. The regional centers led by universities are 
critical parts of this effort with emphasis on 
interdisciplinary talents, key partnerships with homeland 
security and health departments, education, and 
outstanding research teams which makes PURVAC a 
emerging opportunity.   
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