
Minutes NCSC Steering Committee Meeting  
Lafayette, Indiana 
January 26, 2005 

 
Breakfast was served at 7:15 a.m. 
 
Mike Heitzman welcomed everyone to Indiana’s warm climate and thanked them for attending the 
North Central Superpave Center Steering Committee meeting.  He suggested that Lynn Warble order a 
buffet breakfast next year for ease of serving. 
 
The following people were in attendance: 
 
Steering Committee Members 
Dave Andrewski, Indiana DOT 
Lloyd Bandy, APAI 
Lee Gallivan, FHWA 
Mike Heitzman, Iowa DOT 
Ray Hogrefe, Jebro 
Thomas Brokaw, WisDOT 
Erv Dukatz, Mathy Construction 
Wayne Jones, Asphalt Institute 
Larry Craighton, Heartland Asphalt, Inc. (for Allan Forde, Fred Carlson Company) 
Ken Swedeen, Dakota APA 
Wade Culwell, KAPA 
Dick McReynolds, KS DOT 
Joe Schroer, MO DOT (for Mark Shelton) 
Jan Olek, NCSC 
Becky McDaniel, NCSC 
Ayesha Shah, NCSC 
Lynn Warble, NCSC 
Guests 
Rick Kreider, Kansas DOT 
Garry Mai, Kansas DOT 
 
NCSC Update - Rebecca McDaniel 
 
The NCSC moved into a new 14,000 square foot lab space in the Indiana Department of 
Transportation Division of Research.  There are now designated rooms for binder testing, aggregate 
testing, mix preparation, gyratory compactors, etc.  The rooms are laid out for a logical flow of 
materials.  There will be tours tomorrow afternoon after the first day of the NCAUPG meetings.  The 
equipment was moved into the labs in April 2004 but was not hooked up at that time.  Since then, the 
equipment has been recalibrated, ignition ovens vented, etc.  
 
The move impacted the NCSC positively and negatively.  It is a major benefit to us and to INDOT to 
have enough room to work and expand with new equipment.  The old lab was very cramped.  The 
NCSC desks were only a few feet away from the shear machine and IDT, causing noise hazards for the 
employees.  The downside is that some projects were delayed due to the equipment being out of 
commission for awhile.  Environmental rooms were put in after the April dedication, so everything had 
to be removed from the storage space in the garage causing another temporary issue. 
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As soon as the NCAUPG meeting is finished the NCSC will be vacating their office space for 8-9 
months, and the former office/lab space will be remodeled into new office spaces.  Again, the NCSC 
will be temporarily inconvenienced, but it will be worth it in the long term.  The remodeling will begin 
February 7, 2005.  If any of you will be traveling to Indiana, please come see the new lab and office 
space, which will be completed by the end of the year. 
 
A handout was provided to summarize some research highlights from the last year. 
 
Projects completed in 2004 
• Field Evaluation of Porous Friction Course.  A new project to monitor this for four more years is 

currently in the works. 
 
• Superpave/Gyratory Mix Design Guidelines for Local Agencies.  The NCSC created training 

materials and an interactive CD specific to Minnesota’s specifications.   
 
• Two projects were funded by a mineral wool manufacturer to compare their material to cellulose as 

an additive.  The projects were small and short-term.  
 
• Evaluation of Surface (Top Down) Longitudinal Wheel Path Cracking.  We participated in this 

study with Dr. Terhi Pellinen by performing shear tests and other tests. 
 
Ongoing Projects 
• Identification of Laboratory Techniques to Optimize Superpave HMA Surface Friction 

Characteristics.  This project researches micro and macrotextures in Iowa and Indiana mixes. 
 
• Performance Certification of Indiana Superpave Hot Asphalt Mixes.  This was a project the NCSC 

was doing with Khaled Galal of INDOT, who has now left his job. All testing is completed.  The 
final report will likely have to be written by McDaniel. 

 
• Superpave Simple Performance Testing.  This testing is funded by the Federal Highway 

Administration.  Dynamic modulus testing is now being completed.  Ayesha Shah wrote an AAPT 
paper based on the work to date.  If anyone would like a copy please let her know.  Dr. Terhi 
Pellinen and her students have not yet developed the expertise to run flow time tests, but the NCSC 
has retained samples to test when the expertise is available in early spring. 

 
• Ignition Oven for Dolomitic Aggregates.  A new graduate student, Karol Kowalski, is working on 

this project. 
 

• Stiffness of HMA.  This work on high stiffness HMA is being done by Dr. Pellinen with testing 
assistance from the NCSC. 

 
• Noise Testing of Novachip Surfaces.  This work is being done with the Institute for Safe, Quiet and 

Durable Highways (SQDH).  One or two Novachip and HMA samples for noise testing will be 
available for viewing during tomorrow’s tour.  A rolling action is performed to get realistic surface 
texture.   

 
New Projects 
• Long Term Performance of Porous Friction Course.  The initial project is completed.  This new 

project, which started in November, will monitor the test sections for four more years. 
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• Investigating the Feasibility of Integrating Pavement Friction and Texture Depth Data in Modeling 
for INDOT Pavement Management System.  Starting February 1, 2005, this project will incorporate 
pavement friction texture data into the INDOT roadway management system so that friction can be 
managed like other properties. 

 
• FHWA Pavement Surface Characteristics Support.  Rob Rasmussen, Ted Ferragut, Bob Bernhard 

and the NCSC are part of a team to provide technical support for FHWA on Pavement Surface 
Characteristics.  One activity that may be involved is to go around the country and give Noise 101 
classes. 

 
The NCSC recently bid on NCHRP 9-4, partnered with Gerry Huber.  There were ten other proposals.  
The bid was awarded to Allen Cooley, who was formerly with NCAT.  The NCSC continues to look 
for other additional funding sources.  Of interest are NCHRP projects and other noise and friction 
projects.  The NCSC will be discussing those with Bob Bernhard at Herrick Labs.  A lot of work is 
heading towards noise and surface characteristics.  The NCSC bid on one NCHRP project this year but 
was not selected. 
 
The NCSC participated in a recent Strategic Planning Workshop for Noise that has led to the 
development of a road map for future research.  This may lead to other possible funding sources for the 
NCSC.  The NCSC had previously worked with NCAT to propose a pooled fund study on 
fundamentals of noise generation, propagation and control.  There has been some interest from states 
across the country but not enough to move it forward.  Now that there is road map and the scan tour 
took place, perhaps there will be enough interest to pull together a pooled fund study on this topic. 
 
At last year’s meeting it was suggested that the NCSC look for opportunities to bid on federal projects.  
A couple of websites were identified that monitor federal projects.  The NCSC will be monitoring 
those carefully for future research ideas.  The two sites are www2.eps.gov and www.govcv.com.  If 
anyone becomes aware of any other sites please let the NCSC know. 
 
The NCSC is always looking for collaboration partners.  Currently there are projects with Terhi 
Pellinen of Purdue University, and with the Iowa DOT.  Please keep the NCSC in mind if something 
comes up in your state regarding testing support or assistance.  The NCSC can do the whole project or 
part of the work necessary to complete the project.  The NCSC is also happy to work with your state 
and local universities on joint research efforts. The NCSC has flexibility as well as zero percent 
overhead on many projects. 
 
Friction and texture, noise, Superpave performance testing, binder characterization, and RAP mix 
evaluations are areas the NCSC is currently researching.  The NCSC is actively looking for additional 
collaborations in these or other areas. 
 
Equipment/Protocol Evaluations 
The North Central Mixture Round Robin currently involves six labs and nine mixtures.  Testing is 
complete and analysis is underway.  The ultimate goal of this effort is to finally jumpstart work on test 
standardization.   
 
The NCSC is working with ASTM on developing standards for the Superpave Shear Test (SST), 
SSDetect and others. 
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Sang-Soo Kim, from Ohio, has been doing a binder test called the ABCD test.  He contacted the NCSC 
to request direct tension testing to compare numbers.  The NCSC agreed to help with some limited 
testing and is awaiting his response. He will be speaking at the Technical Workshop this afternoon. 
 
Training 
Two courses will be offered this season.  There will be a two-day Binder course on March 2-3 and a 
two day Mix Design course on March 30-31. 
 
The NCSC will also travel to Nebraska on Feb 22-25 to do specialized training for the Nebraska DOR.  
They have 16 people or more to be trained, and the NCSC will send one person there. 
 
The need for training has diminished, and there are no longer hundreds of people in need of Superpave 
training.  There continues to be an area of need for ME Design Guide SPT tests.  FHWA’s DGIT team 
has given seminars around the country.  Heitzman feels something more detailed is needed.  Gallivan 
said that DGIT has four more courses planned, but they are introductory and the NCSC may want to 
consider developing this area of training.  Heitzman suggested that the NCSC find out who in our 
region is working on SPT tests.  McDaniel has a list of DOT and industry people who are working on 
this and she will share it with Heitzman and the rest of the Steering Committee. 
 
Technology Transfer 
The FHWA/NAPA Workshops held with the User/Producer groups this year are finding out what is 
and what is not working with Superpave.  Another meeting is scheduled in the West in April.  
Ultimately there will be a Best Practices document, which will be enlightening.   
 
There were 75 documented requests (plus many more undocumented requests) for information in 2004.  
These come from industry, students, media, professors, agencies, etc., from around the world. 
 
Presentations 
When invited to make a presentation, travel supported is usually provided.  Noise and the ME Design 
Guide are the two main topics the NCSC is asked to speak about lately.  McDaniel and others gave 
presentations at the following locations: 
 

1. Illinois Asphalt Paving Innovations Conference, Bradley University 
2. Ohio Transportation Engineering Conference 
3. FWD Users’ Group 
4. Transportation Research Board 
5. Rocky Mountain Asphalt Conference (to be held in February) 

 
Communication 
The NCSC has a national Superpave Newsletter with NCAT.  The University of Connecticut inquired 
about participating but nothing has been finalized with them. The next issue is due to be published in 
late February.  It is mailed to around 4000 people with an electronic version available on the NCSC 
website.  
 
The NCSC web site is continually maintained, and the NCSC is looking at undertaking a redesign to 
make the website more user friendly and uniform for everyone.  In efforts to make the site more 
complete, any information the Steering Committee members can send would be a welcome addition. 
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Other Activities 
The NCSC was an invited participant in the Tire Pavement Noise Strategic Planning Workshop, which 
was an invitation-only workshop.   
 
The NCSC is on the planning committee for another workshop on noise to be held November 1-3, 
2005, at the Holiday Inn Select City Center in Lafayette, Indiana.  It is sponsored by APA and FHWA 
and is currently being called the A-SH!-Phalt Conference. 
 
McDaniel participates in various professional committees as follows: 

1. Vice-chair of the ASTM Committee on Mechanical Tests of Bituminous Mixtures.  
2. NSSGA Aggregates Research Advisory Group. 
3. Chair of the LTPP Materials Data Collection and Analysis Expert Task Group.  
4. Chair for the NCHRP project 9-37, Using Surface Energy Measurements to Select Materials for 

Asphalt Pavements.   
 
Staffing 
Staff consists of Jan Olek, Becky McDaniel, Lynn Warble and Ayesha Shah.  Steve Bowman works 
part time as the NCSC Technician.  Karol Kowalski, Jason Taylor, and Will Thornton (SQDH) are 
graduate students working on NCSC projects. 
 
The NCSC invited Steering Committee members to send interns through JTRP but there were no 
takers this year.  The Steering Committee may wish to pursue this again. 
 
Dick McReynolds asked about programming the Material Testing System (MTS) to run the 
performance tests.  Bill Crockford has his own device but the Sheddworks device is cheaper.  
McDaniel discussed a list of folks she contacted regarding these devices and will pass along some 
information to McReynolds.  She also noted that it should be possible to use the MTS, but the 
programming can be quite involved. 
 
Heitzman asked if there is adequate access to the equipment if the NCSC did a serious testing program 
for Dynamic Modulus.  He wondered if the NCSC should have its own equipment or is sharing okay.  
McDaniel answered that Dynamic Modulus would be challenging to schedule because Dr. Pellinen 
bought the equipment with her start up money.  However the NCSC does have access, and Pellinen is 
easy to work with so undoubtedly something could be worked out.  McDaniel added that the INDOT 
Research Division is getting set up to run tests for certification of HMA, which is Khaled’s study, 
using the Purwheel.  Purdue’s Purwheel is not working and will not be replaced.  If there is a lot of 
Dynamic Modulus work, the NCSC should think about getting the equipment. 
 
Dukatz asked if the results could be posted on website.  McDaniel will ask the group and then post if 
granted permission. 
 
McDaniel asked for additional guidance on standardization of testing.  Many Steering Committee 
members want the NCSC to take a leadership role in the testing and equipment protocol. Dukatz added 
that he feels it is a high priority for the NCSC to take a leadership role related to the AASHTO M-E 
Design Guide.  However, the equations in it don’t relate to this region.  Predictions that come out of 
the model are not for this region.  
 
McReynolds said that a number of states are working on this topic.  Gallivan added that Texas is 
working on this. Dukatz said there has to be a leader in our region and it should not be the FHWA. 
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Gallivan asked if the NCSC anticipates additional staff requirements now that there is adequate lab 
space.  McDaniel answered that the NCSC could keep an additional student busy right now.  There is 
always a possibility that as proposals are written and awarded there may be a need for additional staff.  
However, part of the NCSC mission is to educate the engineers of the future so student involvement is 
important.  Shah is a hard worker and so is Karol Kowalski, the current NCSC graduate student.  Also, 
there is the difficulty of adding salaried staff on soft money. If the NCSC takes on enough research 
work to require additional personnel, the use of post-docs has been useful in the past and only lasts one 
year.  If the post-doc is a good one, they can get an assignment and run with it.  The NCSC will never 
be as big as NCAT. 
 
With the absence of any additional questions, Heitzman introduced the next presentation. 
 
Financial Update – Jan Olek 
 
2003-2004 Base Funding Four - Year One 
Income was $426,349, which includes $67,798 carried over from the prior year.  Expenses were 
$460,729, leaving a deficit of $34,380.  Part of the reason there were additional expenses this year is 
the $9,000 in maintenance costs to move equipment into the new lab and recalibrate it.  The NCSC 
also spent $68,000 on friction equipment and upgraded some other equipment. 
 
2004-2005 Base Funding Four - Year Two 
This is the last year of base funding for the NCSC.  The base funding situation changes from year to 
year, but the NCSC hopes that the states will continue their essential contributions to the operations of 
the Center.  
 
Income is predicted at $423,452, which includes the deficit of $34,380 from the prior year.  Expenses 
are estimated at $424,710 so the fiscal year will end at a zero balance.  The NCSC continues to submit 
proposals to secure additional funding. 
 
The NCSC has changed the way it reports income for new and future research projects.  Now we will 
report research project’s income by fiscal years according to the project budgets.  In the past all the 
income was accounted for in the first budget year of the research project, and expenses were reported 
as they occurred.  This will give a more accurate view of the actual income and expenses of the Center. 
 
2005-2006 Base Funding Five - Year One 
Two funding scenarios were presented; the first shows the projected budget figures assuming there is 
renewed base funding; the other shows a projected budget assuming no additional base funding.   
 
In 2005-2006 (Base Funding Five Year One), there is a projected income of $462,523, which includes 
$225,000 of base funding money.  This would result in a positive balance at the end of the fiscal year.  
If no base funding is approved, the projected income would be $237,523 and projected expenses would 
be $442,183, with the result being a deficit of $200,000 unless additional research money could be 
secured. 
 
Olek stressed that the Center is a viable partner in many research activities and has made substantial 
progress to strengthen its name and image as a Center.  This helps when it comes to awarding 
proposals.  
 
Olek asked that the Steering Committee members pore over the numbers and discuss the NCSC’s 
future base funding, which is up for renewal.  Heitzman asked to have information on new initiatives 
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first so when discussing Base Funding there is a complete picture.  Dukatz asked that the NCSC show 
on the budget income what percentage of each project is complete.  Olek responded that some of the 
projects are coming to a close but that the budgets can be refigured for the ongoing projects for the 
next meeting.  Heitzman asked what the $500 was for INDOT long-range planning.  McDaniel 
responded that the INDOT Focus Materials group gave the NCSC an extra $500 because she served as 
the chairman.  Heitzman asked that we move on to the New Initiatives. 
 
New Initiatives and Future Goals – Jan Olek 
 
Mission 
Olek stated that the NCSC Mission is to “Support Further Development of HMA Technology by 
Providing Services to Satisfy Customer Needs.”  The NCSC supports HMA technology within the 
North Central area by conducting research, providing services, fostering connections, and educating 
the users about the needs of the asphalt pavement industry. 
 
He said that the Center is uniquely positioned to be competitive and capitalize on hot topics of 
research.  There continues to be a level of excitement about controlling noise through asphalt, which 
the NCSC is currently involved with.  He complimented the Steering Committee on being a positive 
force in fostering this technology. 
 
Existing areas of focus are:  training, meetings and conferences, regional and national newsletter, 
website, research, round robin testing and surveys. 
 
Training 
This is diminishing in importance in its existing format but can be renewed with new technologies and 
approaches. 
 
Meetings and Conferences 
McDaniel is active in variety of professional bodies and conferences.  Whatever she learns at these 
meetings gets transmitted to this group.  NCSC attendance helps to generate a positive image which 
can attract sponsorship.  Established collaboration with other groups is also important. 
 
Newsletter 
It is becoming more difficult to publish the newsletter due to a minimum of writers but it is still useful 
and as long as there is an interest the NCSC will continue to produce this publication. There may come 
a point where the newsletter will not be mailed but may exist only electronically. 
 
Website 
The web has taken over the printed word in communications.  The NCSC tries hard to make sure the 
website is updated and maintained, although there is always room for improvement.  During the next 
year the website will be updated for a new and improved look.  If the Steering Committee members 
have suggestions, please let the NCSC know so your ideas can be incorporated into the new design. 
 
Research 
NCSC is working on noise issues, friction, ignition oven, round robin testing and more. 
 
Strategic Goals 
The NCSC staff recommends pursuing the following strategic goals:  
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1. Facilitate professional, individual and intellectual connections among HMA users and 
researchers in the industry and university communities.  

2. Provide staffed, physical space for research, training and technical support.  
3. Collect, catalogue and store resources for dissemination to affiliated states. 
4. Establish cooperation with other groups in the North Central area to expand and leverage 

mutual resources.  
5. Develop training and research programs that enhance the growth and implementation of HMA 

technology. 
6. Promote awareness of HMA issues and encourage regional engagement in collaboration with 

other users and researchers. 
 
Facilitating connections and collaborations is a common goal.  Having a Center physically provides a 
place for people to do research and get technical support.  McDaniel’s physical presence at 
professional meetings helps to promote the Center for collaborative efforts. 
 
The NCSC has identifiable strengths in its track record, expertise, equipment, financial stability, and 
regional and national involvement and visibility. 
 
Engineering Capabilities 

• Asphalt 
 Complete set of Superpave binder test equipment 
 Capability to develop master curve and estimate critical pavement temperature (RHEA™, 

TSAR™, TSAR Plus™) 
• Hot Mix 

 Superpave mixtures test equipment 
 Capacity to run simple performance tests (|E*|, flow number, etc.) and beam fatigue tests 

(Purdue labs) 
 Binder ignition oven, Corelok, linear compactor 

• Aggregate 
 Superpave tests 
 Micro-Deval, Coarse Aggregate Angularity (TP56) 

 
Proposed Strategic Directions 
The NCSC staff also suggests these possible future directions: 
 

• Encourage the use of the Center's present capabilities and facilities by increased promotion of 
the Center and focusing on both regional and national needs. 

 
• The NCSC lab is in a new location with a great setup and is anxious to encourage expansion 

into these new capabilities.  The NCSC previously did not have the physical space to be as 
effective.  Olek asked the Steering Committee members to turn to the Center when they have a 
need and give the Center the opportunity to serve the states. 

 
• Increase the visibility and effectiveness of the NCSC web page.  Olek asked the Steering 

Committee for any suggestions to help the NCSC broaden the audience.   
 

• Continue publication of the newsletter but increase visibility to external audiences through 
periodic press releases.  Olek said that McDaniel is a good writer and offered that she could 
synthesize information for a quarterly article in trade magazines to summarize what is 
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happening in the Center and region to increase the NCSC’s visibility and advertise the 
facilities.   

 
• Greater involvement in promotion of HMA issues through research, services, advocacy efforts 

and education programs.  The NCSC used to teach several NHI Superpave courses.  Interest in 
those is down because of a maturing technology.  However, something should be created for 
using the new design guide and perhaps the NCSC could capitalize on that.   

 
• Co-sponsorship of events in collaboration with other HMA organizations within the North 

Central region.  The NCSC currently collaborates with the NCAUPG.  Also, this year 
McDaniel is working with NAPA and FHWA on the Superpave Workshops in coordination 
with the user producer group meetings.  The NCSC is available for other collaborations. 

 
• Provide speakers or referrals for speakers to educate the community on topics of concern to 

HMA industry.  If there is a need for a speaker, please let the NCSC know. 
 

• Continue to maintain a computerized database of existing information and implement a 
procedure to regularly verify the accuracy of the database and seek new information sources. 
The NCSC currently maintains a computerized database of Superpave information.  Also there 
is the combined regional Round Robin.  The NCSC is always looking for new information to 
post. 

 
• Promote events of interest to members of the HMA community. The NCSC has added a link to 

the web page (calendar) featuring upcoming meetings, but we need your support to keep it 
current. 

 
Identification of New Opportunities 
The NCSC is always looking for work in related fields.  Currently the NCSC is monitoring federal 
contracts in the hot mix area.  Many that are advertised on the website are for consulting activities 
more suited for management type companies.  
 
The existing expertise and engineering capabilities of the Center are great, and there has been much 
work in current fields of friction and noise, etc.  The Center also offers troubleshooting assistance and 
can work with your States in any of these capacities. 
 
Topics Suggested by the Steering Committee 
At the 2004 NCSC Steering Committee meeting, the following potential activities were suggested.  
The current status of activity in these areas is as shown. 
 
1.  DAV 
While the need existed it now seems to be solved at the state level.  Many states are purchasing their 
own equipment and training their own technicians.  The current perception is that the NCSC does not 
need to become involved. 
 
2.  Corelok 
The NCSC participated in an INDOT study that compared the Corelok and conventional specific 
gravity methods.  The data is being analyzed, and the report will be prepared in the next few months.  
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Heitzman had suggested a training opportunity on maximum and bulk specific gravities and offered 
Ali Regimand at Instrotek as a person who could help the NCSC make a video.  Olek asked the 
Steering Committee members if they wished for the NCSC to pursue this.  
 
3.  Asphalt Pavement Analyzer 
The NCSC continues to monitor this and will update the Steering Committee as developments occur.  
There is very little uniformity on what states do and the types of equipment they have. 
 
 
 
4. Establish a stronger partnership with supporting state agencies 
The NCSC offered JTRP internships last spring but got no takers.  Since The NCSC was in the process 
of moving it was not pursued vigorously, however it may be good to try again.  Faculty in universities 
in the North Central States may have engineering students who may be interested.  This would help to 
foster relationships between the DOT’s and universities. 
 
5.  Coordination and assistance with technical problem solving initiatives 
Currently most of the technical assistance asked of the NCSC is telephone inquiries.   
 
6.  Proposed Regional Specifications Site 
The NCSC created a webpage for state specification links on their website.  The regional test 
standardization round robin was started to initiate test standardization. 
 
7.  New Training Class on Dynamic Modulus 
The Steering Committee indicated a need for more detailed training on dynamic modulus.  In view of 
the proliferation of different types of equipment, a course focusing on theory and data analysis might 
be appropriate.  A list of regional contacts working on or interested in dynamic modulus testing was 
developed and distributed. 
 
8.  Direct Tension Ruggedness Testing 
NCSC offered expertise to the states on MP1a.   
 
9.  Binder Characterization to Support the M-E Guide.  
A proposal from the North Central Superpave Center to the NCSC Steering Committee was 
distributed.  Eric Harm had suggested that the NCSC could assist states in this area.  The NCSC lab, 
staff and computer resources are available to assist states in the region with binder characterization for 
the M-E Design Guide or evaluation of the MP1a specifications. Binder characterization for both 
applications requires the development of a master curve based on laboratory binder tests. The NCSC 
can assist either by providing limited laboratory testing and analysis at no cost, or can develop the 
master curves using binder test results provided by the states. 
 
Mid-Year Strategic Planning Meeting 
Olek suggested that perhaps this is the year to schedule a videoconference or meeting, such as took 
place in Wisconsin Dells in the summer of 1999.   
 
Heitzman said there are four issues that need to be explored before the meeting ends. 

1. Provide direction to where states feel NCSC should go. 
2. Verbal support from state members on base funding. 
3. Explore industry based funding. 
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4. Request nominations from volunteers to take over as Steering Committee chair since 
Heitzman’s tenure as chair ends with this meeting. 

 
McReynolds suggested a few things to promote visibility such as no paper newsletter but an electronic 
newsletter that could be posted to web or e-mailed.  Also when research reports are published, e-mail 
those links to the Steering Committee members and industry for their use. 
 
Gallivan said that there is a FHWA website where information could also be posted. 
 
McDaniel mentioned that complimentary booth space was given to the NCAUPG by the Asphalt 
Pavement Association of Indiana at their spring HMA conference.  With the approval of NCAUPG 
Chairmen, display materials were made.  The NCSC borrowed a display board from Civil Engineering 
and manned the booth at the meeting.  This was a great opportunity to promote the NCAUPG and the 
NCSC.  The display materials would be easy to ship to anybody interested in using the materials at a 
meeting in their state.  The 2005 NCAUPG meeting had a couple of additional exhibitors because of 
this publicity.  The NCSC cannot travel all across the region due to financial restrictions, but if anyone 
would like to borrow the materials, please let the NCSC know.  NCSC staff are also willing to consider 
attending the meetings, if schedules and funding allow. 
 
Bandy asked what the timeline was for a white paper on the FHWA workshops.  McDaniel will have 
the fourth meeting in April, at the Rocky Mountain User Producer Group.  The white paper will likely 
be available in June or July.   
 
Bandy said newsletters and website communication are good but are secondary to the hard core work 
of serving customers. He felt that a strategic planning session is definitely in order.  Mark Miller 
thought that face to face interactions are always best.  Olek said that for the Dells meeting, the NCSC 
supported a lot of the state travel and that it was money well spent.  He suggested that another option 
would be a videoconference like the one in 2002.  Hogrefe, McReynolds and Gallivan concurred that 
face to face is best.  A general consensus among the Steering Committee members is that it is valuable 
for the group to get together and hammer out the focus for the North Central area.  With fewer 
distractions, more will be accomplished.  
 
Gallivan said it is important to help pay for state people to get there so that many will come. He would 
like to build the focus based on the results of FHWA/NAPA meetings.   
 
Gallivan suggested that during the September time frame there are no vacations and classes are up and 
running.  A site needs to be identified.  Heitzman said the meeting could be promoted as an on-site 
type meeting but to keep the options open for videoconferfencing.  Olek said that many state agencies 
have conference rooms with the ability to teleconference.  Gallivan suggested the FHWA regional 
offices such as the Midwest Resource Center.  McReynolds added that most hotels have internet 
connections so an internet based telephone conference should be available.  Warble will pursue 
locations and report some options to the Steering Committee. 
 
Heitzman suggested a list of potential topics to discuss such as dynamic modulus testing, friction, 
noise, test standardization, binder characterization, M-E design, etc.  
 
Mark Miller asked if the DAV issue is really resolved.  Andrewski said the Center talked of getting 
involved with calibrating.  McDaniel said there have been two iterations of the DAV which are almost 
approved and mixless has its own issues.  She asked if there is a need for NCSC to do research on the 
validity of one of the devices?  Also, when she asked industry representatives if there was interest in a 
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calibration service, there was none. Dukatz said that the other producers would say no, it is a waste of 
resources.   
 
Culwell voiced a concern about how involved the aggregate groups are and how we might better reach 
out to them.  Heitzman added that the test standardization task groups have trouble getting 
participation from aggregate groups.  Olek suggested there be an invitation to a representative from an 
aggregates group to our strategic planning session.  Bandy added that they just put together a concrete 
aggregate program interactive CD and it is available to anyone.  McDaniel, Gallivan and others will 
pursue the idea of providing some training on HMA aggregates to the aggregates industry. 
 
Gallivan mentioned he finally has another HMA training CD, which is a follow-up to the beginning 
HMA CD, created a couple years ago, and was a product of many years of effort to extend training 
opportunities to undergraduate students.  Now FHWA has a product for seniors and graduate students.  
A CD is available to all the Steering Committee members.  Gallivan said it should be on the web soon 
for those who wish to download.  He will obtain the website address when it is available, for NCSC to 
add to the website links. 
 
Heitzman requested a final discussion on Base Funding.  He told the Steering Committee that he felt 
the NCSC’s money is being used judiciously and the Center obviously cannot continue without Base 
Funding from the states.  Through McDaniel and Oleks’ presentations, it is evident that the NCSC 
pursues other funding sources to improve its capabilities and expertise.  Base funding is likely set up as 
a regular routine in most states.  Heitzman asked if any states envision not having base funding next 
time.  Brokaw said that in Wisconsin pooled fund monies are going in many different directions.  He 
said he would push for it but everything goes through a review process all the way up to the secretary’s 
office.  Heitzman asked if there was a new benefits statement and additional documents so when 
requesting support it would be easier to make a case.  McDaniel handed out an updated Benefits 
document and a Research Highlights document. 
 
McReynolds asked if any new states had expressed an interested in joining the North Central region.  
McDaniel replied there were no new states.  She added that an opportunity may present itself after she 
heads west for the next user producer group meeting.  Other areas have functioning centers but the 
Western region has a need.  She also said there was no Ohio DOT representative at the NAPA/FHWA 
Workshop yesterday but Ohio industry was represented. 
 
McReynolds said that he thought Kansas could continue to commit to Superpave Base Funding but 
added that there is a lot more pressure for those same funds. 
 
Olek requested that Warble prepare a request to each Steering Committee member to confirm state 
support along with the attachments of the Benefits Statement and Research Highlights to generate that 
funding.   
 
Hogrefe said that Nebraska is not represented at the meeting; he is the only representative of Nebraska 
here today so please send a copy to him too.   
 
Olek thanked everyone for their willingness to support the NCSC as a member of the Steering 
Committee.  He reiterated that it is not easy when there is so much pressure for the research funds.  He 
added that without the Steering Committee members’ commitment to the Center, its success would not 
have been possible. 
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Heitzman asked the Steering Committee members if they thought there was value in asking the 
Associations to help with funding too.  Hogrefe commented that Nebraska cannot even get support for 
an association.  Heitzman said the NCSC’s work on round robins and other projects benefits the 
associations as well as the states and there should be some support. 
 
Culwell said his association makes decisions through a board which is comprised of contractor 
members.  They would have to see what value sponsoring the NCSC would be to them in order to 
convince them. 
 
Hogrefe asked if we knew how much direct help there has been to contractors.  McDaniel replied that 
she does not get called out to do forensics as much as she would like but she does get phone calls and 
e-mails from industry for assistance.  She thought the largest benefit to them is training that they have 
received.  About 1600 people have now gone through training from the NCSC, and roughly half are 
contractors.  Bandy agreed that everyone benefits from collective work, and he wouldn’t hesitate to ask 
his board of directors to help funding, but he would need to tell them what is in it for them.  Bandy 
suggested to Heitzman that somebody explore external financial plans and report with some ideas of 
the receptiveness of the associations.  He also asked if the amount to consider is $200, $2,000 or 
$20,000, as that makes a huge difference in the approach.  Bandy offered to contact his colleagues and 
solicit their participation, find out their interest and report back to the committee. 
 
Gallivan offered to prepare a document of “industry benefits” to give Bandy and others something to 
work with.  Heitzman asked if McDaniel and Bandy could work with Gallivan to create a white paper 
to provide to Association members.  They agreed. 
 
New NCSC Steering Committee Chairman 
 
Mike Heitzman is the current chair of the NCSC Steering Committee and has served for two years in 
this role.  Other past chairmen have come from Wisconsin, Nebraska, Kansas, Iowa and Michigan.  
There was no response to Heitzman’s request for volunteers.  Olek mentioned that he and Heitzman, 
prior to the meeting, had discussed the possibility of Heitzman remaining in the position, as a last 
resort.  A motion was made for Heitzman to continue as chairman.  Dukatz seconded.  Heitzman will 
remain chairman for the next two years. 
 
Heitzman thanked everyone for their contributions and adjourned the meeting at 10 a.m. 
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