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What is a plan of study?

Plan of study is an “official” list of courses you plan to 
take to meet the requirements to earn the MSECE. 

 On-campus students must file a POS before the end 
of the first semester. 
• Ensures logical curriculum
• Sets a clear pathway
• Helps us monitor your progress

 The POS can be updated after it is finalized. 
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What is the basic process?
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Q: How do I select a faculty advisor?

A: Your faculty advisor can be an ECE faculty member you have had as an instructor or who is in 
your focus area.

To identify faculty in each focus area, see the ECE faculty directory on our website and click the 
focus areas on the right under By Area of Interest.

Email the faculty member, identify yourself as an MSECE student, and ask if they will serve as your 
faculty advisor.



1 – Log into myPurdue

 In myPurdue:

• Academics > Graduate Students > Graduate School Plan of Study

• Log in > Plan of Study Generator > Create New Plan of Study
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2 – Enter Student & Degree Info
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Enter your Purdue email address



Main POS Page
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3 - Research Area and Concentration

 In the research area box, indicate your area of 
interest: 

 Concentration: The concentration for the ECE 
project-track Master’s is Innovative Technologies.

 Language requirement - Skip
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4 - Enter Coursework
4 types of coursework:

1. Courses currently being taken or those previously taken

2. Transfer credits and courses taken as excess undergrad credit

3. Courses to be taken in the future

4. Purdue combined degree courses (4+1 students only)
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• Do not include courses used to fulfill the departmental English 
requirement on the POS.

• Pass/No Pass grades are not permitted on the POS.

• Do not include the following courses:
• ECE 69200 Intro to Graduate Research, ECE 69800 Research MS Thesis, 

• ECE 69400, Graduate Seminar

• Do include: ECE 69600 Adv EE Projects & ECE 69700 Advanced Reading

ECE 69800 does count toward the 30 
needed credit hours (up to 12 hours)



4 - Enter Coursework
4 types of coursework:
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Courses currently taking

Future courses

Note: It is important that you properly list the 
course titles so grades post to the plan; see 
the reference list or course catalog.   



4 – Enter Coursework

4+1 Program

 If you are in the ECE 4+1 combined degree program, 
click this link to add the 500-600 level courses to be 
dual counted between the Purdue undergraduate 
and graduate degrees.
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5 – Input Your Advisory Committee

Requirements

 Thesis track students: Must have 3 advisory committee 
members; your thesis advisor is the chair.

 All other MS students: Need only 1 advisory committee 
member. These faculty members must have a certification level 
of R1; you can see this when you search for them to obtain their 
department code and faculty identifier.
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5 - Advisory Committee
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Your faculty advisor must have 
a certification level of R1



5 – Advisory Committee
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6 – Comments & Special Notes
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Step 7 - Preview, Save, Submit as Draft
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What happens next? Matt or Lynn will review your POS and email you to let you 
know if any changes are needed or if you can submit the POS as final.
• If changes are needed: Return to the POS generator and make the necessary 

changes. Then click Submit as Final.
If no changes are needed: Return to the POS generator and click Submit as Final. 



Resources
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