Plate Tectonics Test (50 pts.)

Please write all answers on your answer sheet!

Multiple Choice: Choose the BEST answer for the following questions. 

(1 pt. each)

1. The inner and outer core are both made of ___________.

a. iron and magnesium

b. vitamins and minerals

c. rocks and water

d. iron and nickel

2. ____________ is the process that causes the earth’s plates to move.

a. Convection

b. Conduction

c. Conversion

d. Swimming

3. The middle layer of the mantle is also known as the ___________.

a. asthenosphere

b. lithosphere

c. mesosphere

d. center mantle

4. The inner core is a _______, while the outer core is a ______.

a. liquid, solid

b. solid, liquid

c. gas, solid

d. solid, gas

5. Plates move and interact at ___________.

a. school

b. mid-ocean ridges

c. plate boundaries

d. plate edges

6. A _________ is an explanation for a scientific phenomena supported by results from repeated tests, experiments, and observations.

a. hypothesis

b. conclusion

c. law

d. theory




7. Continental rocks are typically _______ than ocean rocks.

a. younger

b. older

c. thinner

d. smellier

8. Who proposed the theory of continental drift?

a. Alfred Wegener

b. Harry Hess

c. Homer Simpson

d. Moises Alou

9. Who proposed the theory of seafloor spreading?

a. Alfred Wegener

b. Harry Hess

c. Homer Simpson

d. Ms. LaFree

10. The theory of seafloor spreading was proposed approximately ______ years after the theory of continental drift.

a. 25

b. 50

c. 75

d. 100

11. The name of the original “supercontinent” was ________.

a. Gondwanaland

b. Laurasia

c. Giantland

d. Pangaea

12. Which theory states that the continents have moved relative to their current locations?

a. Seafloor spreading

b. Plate boundaries

c. Plate tectonics

d. Continental drift

13. Ocean plates are ______ dense than continental plates.

a. equally

b. less

c. more

d. just as

14. The process in which one plate sinks under another is called _________.

a. convection

b. subduction

c. sinking

d. converging

15. Plates move apart at ______ plate boundaries.

a. divergent

b. convergent

c. transform

d. dinner

Matching:  Match the following words or phrases with the corresponding plate boundary on the right.  (1 pt. each)
19. Mid-Atlantic Ridge

20. The Himalayan Mountains

21. The Andes Mountains

22. San Andreas Fault

23. African Rift Valley

24. Subduction

25. Iceland

16. The crust is very _____ compared to other layers of the earth.

a. dark

b. heavy

c. thin

d. hot

17. Which of the following is NOT a factor that directly affects climate?

a. latitude

b. ocean currents

c. catastrophic events

d. longitude

18. Subduction occurs along which type of plate boundary?

a. Divergent

b. Convergent

c. Transform

d. License

A. Divergent

B. Convergent

C. Transform

Short Answer:

26. Describe four pieces of evidence that support the theory of continental drift. (4 pts.)

27. List the three main types of convergent plate boundaries.  (3 pts.)
28. Along which types of plate boundaries do earthquakes occur?  (2 pts.)
29. Along which types of plate boundaries do volcanoes occur?  (2 pts.)
30. How do volcanoes affect the earth’s climate?  Be specific!  (3 pts.)
31. ________________ was a lizard found in South America and Africa.  (1 pt.)
32. ________________ was a warm weather fern found on Antarctica.  (1 pt.)
33. Using the following diagram, label the layers of the earth.  Please do not write on this test booklet!  (7 pts.)
