PANGAEA PUZZLE

Please read all instructions before beginning the activity.

PURPOSE:
The purpose of this activity is to accurately reconstruct Pangaea using fossil and glacial evidence, as well as the idea of continental fit.

DIRECTIONS:
1. Carefully cut out the continents/landmasses from the map sheet.  Make sure that you keep all landmasses face up on your desk!

2. Color the circles for each fossil using the color scheme below.  Make sure you color light enough that the fossil picture can still be seen.

GLOSSOPTERIS – GREEN

KANNEMEYRID – RED

LABYRINTHODONT – BLUE

LYSTROSAURUS – ORANGE

CYNOGNATHUS – PURPLE

THECODONT – YELLOW

MESOSAURUS – BROWN

3. Cut out the circles of the fossils and glue them to the appropriate landmasses.  Use the clues from the fossil packet to determine on which landmass to place each fossil.

4.   Glacial striations have been found on South America, southern Africa, India, and southern Australia that date about 300 mya.  These striations suggest the presence of a continental ice sheet on those landmasses at that time.  Use the symbol below to represent glacial striations.  Draw the glacial symbol on the appropriate continents.

Symbol: 

4. Using the fossil evidence, glacial evidence, and idea of continental fit, arrange the landmasses on your construction paper so that they reconstruct the Pangaean landmass.  Make sure that you try a variety of arrangements and choose the best possible fit.  When you think you have Pangaea assembled correctly, you may glue it onto your piece of construction paper.  

5. Make a key or legend for your map that includes all fossils and symbols shown on the map.  

6. Give your map an appropriate title.

