Intro to Earthquakes Notes

A. Definition of Earthquake

- any ground movement caused by the release of energy from a sudden movement along a fault

B. 3 Types of Earthquakes
1. Tectonic  - occurs at plate boundaries.

2. Volcanic  - caused by movement of magma below the ground.

3. Landslip – from adjustments and movements along small faults within a plate.

Tectonic quakes – deep and strong
Volcanic & Landslip quakes – shallow and weak

* Earthquakes occur when forces are greater than the elastic strength of the rocks.

C. Faults  - a break in the earth’s crust along which two sides have been displaced relative to each other

1. Normal 


2. Reverse 

3. Strike-slip (transverse)

Map view of fence displaced by fault:
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