PURDUE UNIVERSITY

College of Engineering

Faculty Affairs Committee (FAC)

Meeting Minutes
January 31 (Wednesday), 2007, 4:00 to 5:00 p.m.
POTR 234 (Fu Room)


Present:  F. Sadeghi, K. Kokini, C. Lu, F. Mannering, O. Akkus, R. Spitzer, T. Jevremovic, 
W. Chen

Absent:  D. Love, T. Morin, V. Venkatasubramanian
1. K. Kokini called the meeting to order at 4:03 pm as acting chair.
2. Agenda reviewed and approved by consensus.
3. Review and approval of the minutes of meeting #3 (November 29, 2006)
R. Spitzer moved and F. Mannering seconded approval of minutes as posted.  Approved unanimously.
4. Chair of FAC
Bob Montgomery accelerated his planned retirement and made it effective January 19, 2007, which necessitated the election of a new chair.  K. Kokini nominated F. Sadeghi and O. Akkus seconded the nomination.  Votes were unanimous for the selection of F. Sadeghi as chair.

(F. Sadeghi took over the running of the meeting at this point as the new chair.)

5. Report on Senate elections
F. Mannering (CE), O. Akkus (BME), and F. Sadeghi (ME) reported that their schools had elected senators and have or will forward these names to M. Freeland for reporting to the Provost.  W. Chen (AAE) reported that the process has been started and a name will be forwarded soon.

6. Composition of Faculty Awards Committee; possible renaming to Faculty Awards Selection Committee
Input from schools indicates that opinion varies as to whether these should be elected or appointed positions.  All members agreed that senior level faculty members could best represent their schools’ candidates.  To that end, a motion was made by F. Sadeghi and seconded by K. Kokini that the following general rule be used regarding composition of the Faculty Awards Committee:  
· “The members of the Faculty Awards Committee will 1) be full professors (or  tenured associate professors in small schools where enough full professors are not available) and 2)  be elected by the faculty or appointed by the school or department head. The determination of the process to determine representatives by each school/department will be made by the faculty of each school/department based on a balloting process conducted by the FAC representative of each school or a vote during their faculty meeting.”

This motion passed unanimously.  

Due to the above, it was felt that Selection is not the appropriate word to be used in differentiating this committee from the Dean’s award committee.  K. Kokini will ask the Dean to consider calling the other Awards Committee  the Dean’s Faculty Awards Committee.  
7. Faculty participation in CoE activities
The committee seeks creative ways to increase participation by the faculty in CoE activities and affairs.  It was noted that notices and emails are often overlooked in the proliferation of messages and communications that are generated now.  One suggestion was for the Dean’s office to hold socials or casual informative gatherings with refreshments on a regular basis, which may attract faculty attendance, hopefully making it more likely that they would attend more substantive meetings later and increase collegiality.  K. Kokini was asked to take this suggestion to the Cabinet for advisement.   

8. No other business was discussed.
9. The meeting adjourned at 5:06 pm.
