The Life of a Vortex Ring
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Abstract:
Vortex rings abound in nature and technology. In this talk the many stages in the life of a vortex are
investigated and described - initial formation, laminar motion, linear and nonlinear instabilities, turbu-
lent motion and decay, and the final, asymptotic laminar motion. Insights into the fluid physics of each
of the stages are revealed by the combined forces of theory, experiment, and numerical simulation.
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