Summer Excitement Strikes the Library

Morgantown- While a long, hot summer may be ahead, the Morgantown Public Library is offering a chance for its younger patrons to stay cool.  The annual summer reading program, this year titled “Reading is Radical” will officially start at noon on June 1st in the Beatrice Reading Room.  Mayor Carol Hathaway will kickoff the program by reading a book to local elementary school students.  

The library is celebrating the 25th year of the summer reading program.  This program, which was started by three schoolteachers in the 1970s, has blossomed.  Students of all ages participate annually.  Over the years, several people from the community have taken part in it. 

Students participating in the contest choose from an approved collection of books.  The approved books have been classified by grade level, difficulty of the book, length, and genre. Students may read any of the books, regardless of their current grade level.  All Morgantown students may sign up to participate in the program throughout the summer.  Each student will receive a special library card to use when they sign out books for the program.

Each school has teamed up with the library to award prizes. In honor of the program’s 25th year, the Morgantown Middle School Parent Teacher Organization will be awarding a five hundred dollar college scholarship to the overall winner.  Numerous other prizes such as T-shirts, meals from local restaurants, computer programs, and books are available for each grade level winner.  

The contest begins on June 1st and ends August 12th to give the organizers time to tabulate the points.  Typically, tabulating the point totals and selecting the winners has taken a long time, so winners usually are not announced until early September. This has caused participation in the program to drop significantly in the last four years. Margaret Scott, the program director, mentioned that this year they would try to announce the winners much earlier.
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Ready to go: The books are all shelved at the Morgantown Public Library. Participating students can choose from over 250 books for this year’s summer reading program.

Summer Reading Program Readiness Questions

Read the article and the tables to answer the following questions.

1. When is the program?

2. Why do the local students participate in the program?

3. What is special about the program this year?

4. Should a student receive the same number of points for The Tell-Tale Heart and Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry?  Why or why not?

5. If a sixth grader and a ninth grader both read A Tale of Two Cities, should they both earn the same number of points?  Why or why not?

6. If a student reads Jurassic Park and Much Ado About Nothing, should the student get the same number of points for each?  Why or why not?

7. Drew read The Tell-Tale Heart and Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry.  Should he receive the same number of points for each book?  Why or why not?

8. If a sixth grader and a ninth grader both read A Tale of Two Cities, should they both earn the same number of points?  Why or why not?

9. If Shelly reads Jurassic Park and Much Ado About Nothing, should she get the same number of points for each?

10. Mark read Home Run Hero and The Scarlet Letter. Should Mark receive the same number of points for both books?

EXAMPLES OF APPROVED BOOKS

	Title
	Author
	Reading Level

(By Grade)
	Pages

	Sarah, Plain and Tall
	Patricia MacLachlan
	4
	58

	Are You There God?  It’s Me Margaret.
	Judy Blume
	4
	149

	The Sign of the Beaver
	Elizabeth George Spear
	4
	135

	Awesome Athletes
	Multiple Authors
	5
	288

	Star Wars Jedi Apprentice: Death of Hope
	Jude Watson
	5
	152

	Encyclopedia Brown and the Case of Pablo’s Nose
	Donald J. Sobol
	5
	80

	Get Real

(Sweet Valley Jr. High, No.1)
	Francine Pascal,

Jamie Suzanne
	6
	144

	Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry
	Mildred Taylor
	6
	276

	The Tell-Tale Heart
	Edgar Allan Poe
	6
	64

	Talking Bout Friends
	Multiple Authors
	6
	90

	Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire
	J. K. Rowling
	7
	734

	Little Women
	Louisa Mae Alcott
	7
	388

	The Scarlet Letter
	Nathaniel Hawthorne
	7
	202

	Home Run Hero: Sammy Sosa
	Bill Gutman
	7
	144

	Left Behind The Kids: Discovering New Believers
	J. Jenkins, T. Lahaye
	7
	146

	Aftershock

(Sweet Valley High)
	Kate Williams,

Francine Pascal
	8
	208

	Jurassic Park
	Michael Crichton
	8
	400

	Keeping the Moon
	Sarah Dessen
	8
	228

	In My Hands: Memories of a Holocaust Rescuer
	Irene Gut Opdyke
	8
	248

	A Tale of Two Cities
	Charles Dickens
	9
	384

	Lord of the Flies
	William Golding
	9
	184

	To Kill A Mockingbird
	Harper Lee
	9
	281

	You Come Too
	Robert Frost
	9
	91

	Adventures of Don Quixote
	M. Cervantes
	10
	940

	The Lost Beatles Interviews
	G. Giuliano, V. Devi
	10
	382

	Traveling Light
	Max Lucado
	10
	164

	Much Ado About Nothing
	William Shakespeare
	10
	75


	TITLE
	BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF BOOK

	Sarah, Plain and Tall
	When their father invites a mail-order bride to come and live with them in their prairie home, Caleb and Anna are captivated by their new mother and hope that she will stay.

	Are You There God?  It’s Me Margaret
	Faced with the difficulties of growing up and choosing a religion, a twelve-year-old girl talks over her problems with her own private God.

	The Sign of the Beaver
	When Matt and his father complete the construction of their new cabin in Maine, his father leaves Matt to go retrieve the rest of the family. Matt meets new Indian friends in his adventures alone.

	Awesome Athletes
	Sports Illustrated for Kids

	Star Wars Jedi Apprentice: Death of Hope
	A Star Wars science fiction story for kids

	Encyclopedia Brown and The Case of Pablo’s Nose
	America’s Sherlock Holmes in sneakers continues his war on crime in ten more cases.

	Get Real (Sweet Valley Jr. High, No. 1)
	Describes the trials and tribulations of twins that moved to a new junior high school.

	Roll of Thunder,

Hear My Cry
	A black family living in the South during the 1930s is faced with prejudice and discrimination that its children do not understand.

	The Tell-Tale Heart
	The murder of an old man is revealed by the continuous beating of his heart.

	Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire
	Harry, now 14, has only two more weeks with his Muggle relatives before returning to Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry.

	Talking About Friends
	Girl advice and topics related to girls’ concerns

	Little Women
	A story of family, of hope, of dreams, and of growing up as four devoted sisters search for romance and find maturity in Civil-War era 19th century New England.

	The Scarlet Letter
	Hawthorne’s masterpiece about Hester Prynne, hapless victim of sin, guilt and hypocrisy in Puritan New England.

	Home Run Hero: Sammy Sosa
	Biography of Sammy Sosa

	Left Behind The Kids: Discovering New Believers
	The kids Left Behind series. A fictional account of end times appropriate for kids.

	Aftershock
	Twins deal with the pain and shock of an earthquake.

	Jurassic Park
	A modern-day scientist brings to life a horde of prehistoric animals and dinosaurs.

	Keeping the Moon
	Colie expects the worst when she’s sent to spend the summer with her eccentric Aunt Mira in sleepy Colby, North Carolina, while her mom is touring Europe.

	In My Hands: Memories of a Holocaust Rescuer
	Irene’s experiences while still in her teens remind adolescents everywhere that their actions count, that the power to make a difference is in their hands.

	A Tale of Two Cities
	A highly charged examination of human suffering and human sacrifice, private experience and public history, during the French Revolution.

	Lord of the Flies
	The classic tale of a group of English school boys who are left stranded on an unpopulated island.

	To Kill A Mockingbird
	Set in  Maycomb, Alabama, during the Depression, this book follows three years in the life of 8-year-old Scout, her brother, Jem, and their father, Atticus—three years punctuated by the arrest and eventual trial of a young black 

	You Come Too
	Poems by Robert Frost

	Adventures of Don Quixote
	The adventures humorously mock contemporary Spanish literature while at the same time giving the reader a glimpse into Spain and the rest of the 16th century world with various stories from Barbary and the Americas included in the plot.

	The Lost Beatles Interviews
	Previously untold stories from interviews with members of the rock group The Beatles

	Traveling Light
	Inspirational reading

	Much Ado About Nothing
	Shakespeare comedy.


Summer Reading Program

Information:  The Morgantown Public Library and Morgantown Middle School are teaming up to provide some of the prizes for the "Reading is Radical" summer reading contest.  Participating Morgantown Middle School students in grades 6-9 will read books and prepare written reports about each book to collect points and win prizes.  The winner of each grade level will be the student who has earned the most reading points.  The overall winner will be the student that earned the most points.  A collection of approved books has already been selected.  See the previous page for a sample of this collection.


Students who enroll in the program often read between ten and twenty books over the summer.  The contest committee is trying to figure out a fair way to assign points to each student.  Margaret Scott, the program director, said, “Whatever procedure is used, we want to take into account:  (a) the number of books, (b) the variety of the books, (c) the difficulty of the books, (d) the lengths of the books, and (e) the quality of the written reports.


Note:  The students are given grades of A+, A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, C-, D, or F for the quality of their written reports.

Your Mission . . .


Create a system for assigning points based on the requirements listed above.  The system should be one that will allow the organizers to quickly and accurately assign and tabulate the points for each student that participates.  Next, write a letter to Margaret Scott explaining how your system works. Ms. Scott hopes to find a system that will replace the current one.  Please be clear and complete in your explanation.  

