Snack shipment delayed: holiday party in jeopardy

LAFAYETTE, Ind. – ‘Twas a week before the holiday season and all through the house, not a creature was snacking on the local schools’ popcorn.

Not because the popcorn tastes bad, but because it hasn’t arrived yet.

And that has Carson Middle School students worried that their customers might not understand why their holiday snacks are stuck in a Chicago warehouse. Plus, the fundraiser’s money – which was due last week and hasn’t even been thought of with the goods stuck in Chicago – was for the school’s annual holiday party.

Every year, the Carson Middle School Student Council sponsors the Holiday Party. This year the student council had sold 450 canisters of flavored popcorn to the community and raised more than $300 for their party. But with no popcorn delivered and no money brought in, the holiday season is looking grim for the students.

“We’ve heard from the company and they said they would get the popcorn to us by Thursday, Dec.14,” said Nancy Gummer, a student council representative. “We’ll sort out who ordered what late Thursday night and have them ready to go home with the students on Friday and hopefully have the money Monday morning so we can have the party on Tuesday.”  

The money will be used for purchasing decorations, party favors, food, music and a visit from Santa Claus for the party. In fact, the fundraiser worked so well – in terms of the money raised –that the students will use it next year as well.

The student council members sold six flavors of popcorn: caramel, white cheddar, barbecue, nacho, ranch and butter. The popcorn company packages the popcorn in circular canisters that are twelve inches high with a diameter of ten inches, complete with a holiday and seasonal decoration.
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Most of the residents that ordered the flavored popcorn intend to give the popcorn as  gifts. The student council assured these people that the popcorn would be delivered by Dec. 10, but they had to push the delivery date back to Dec. 15 due to the mix up. The new delivery date should still allow plenty of time for mailing and delivery.

If a student or their family purchased some of the flavored popcorn, the student can pick up their order from the front office on Friday. Popcorn ordered by anyone that does not have a child attending Carson Middle School will be hand-delivered no later than Saturday evening.

Steve Delsemme, a member of the delivery team for the student council, said the student council has faced greater challenges. “It may be difficult to get all of these orders delivered, but we promise to get the flavored popcorn completely delivered by Saturday night. In fact, we are having an emergency student council meeting tomorrow to put together delivery routes,” said Delsemme.

“We just hope the community understands what happened and will help us in the future and that they enjoy their popcorn this holiday season,” said Delsemme.

Readiness Questions

1. How did the Carson Middle School Student Council raise money for their annual Holiday Party?

2. How much money did the student council raise?

3. When will the popcorn be delivered to Carson Middle School?

4. In what two ways will the popcorn be given to the people that ordered popcorn?

5. What is the student council’s deadline for delivering the popcorn?

Dear Students,

We are really excited about our upcoming Holiday Party!  But first, we have to deliver the flavored popcorn orders.  Here are the details about the deliveries:

· All of the orders must be delivered by 6 pm on Saturday, December 15.  

· We will be delivering the popcorn orders from our homes instead of from school.

· We have included a list of the popcorn tins that need to be delivered.

· We have also included our addresses, the times that we are available to deliver popcorn, and our means of transportation.

We need your help to determine who should deliver what popcorn orders and a route of delivery for each of us.  We also need you to determine what time each delivery will be made, because we have to call the customers on Friday to let them know what time they can expect to receive their popcorn orders.  Our customers need a time estimate accurate to within ½ hour.  

In addition to your delivery routes and time estimates, write a list of steps to follow in designing delivery routes.  This will allow us to plan our own delivery routes for future fundraisers.

Please write a letter containing your delivery routes, time estimates, and steps to Nancy, the student council secretary.  

Thank you,

Steve, Mary, and Julie

Carson Middle School Student Council members

STUDENT COUNCIL MEMBERS

	NAME
	ADDRESS
	MAP LOCATION
	MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION
	TIME AVAILABLE TO DELIVER

	Steve
	1536 S. 27th St.
	L24
	Bike
	1:30 –3:30 pm

	Mary
	500 Tinkler St.
	D6
	Older brother can drive her in his car
	1:00 – 4:00 pm

	Julie
	620 Knight St.
	J8
	Walk
	3:30 – 4:30 pm


POPCORN ORDERS

	CUSTOMER
	NUMBER OF POPCORN TINS
	ADDRESS
	MAP LOCATION

	Kim Baker
	3
	215 Cincinnati St.
	I4

	Arnold Johnson
	6
	108 O’Ferrall St.
	L13

	Brian Keeran
	1
	4124 S. 23rd St.
	J24

	Charles Kelley
	5
	3000 N. 36th St.
	W4

	Diane Lamaster
	3
	225 Clarkson Dr.
	R12

	Connie Lane
	4
	108 N. 24th St.
	J11

	Frederick Linder
	3
	210 Warner St.
	N24

	Lillian McAndrews
	2
	542 Farabee Dr. N.
	W10

	Ted Matthews
	2
	348 Kossuth St.
	D22

	Jeanne Maxwell
	4
	420 Purdue St.
	E19

	Deloris Meier
	1
	412 Cason St.
	E8

	Judy Olhausen
	6
	420 Cincinnati St.
	K4

	Jason Olinger
	4
	526 Morland Dr.
	V20

	Anthony Peterson
	4
	5476 N. Earl Ave.
	Q2

	Eugene Potts
	4
	578 S. 30th St.
	O20

	Rachel Ravin
	4
	635 Cason St.
	G7

	Lee Rosen
	2
	310 Wallace Ave.
	M17

	Paul Shank
	6
	112 N 25th St.
	K9

	David Seymour
	4
	312 Grant St.
	F13

	Justin Talbott
	5
	584 Center St.
	B15

	Gary Thompson
	3
	720 Kossuth St.
	G22

	Melinda Urich
	5
	262 Ferry St.
	F9

	Jill Ward
	1
	564 Knight St.
	I8


DELIVERY MAP
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