
INFORMATION STRATEGIES FOR SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, and ENGINEERING 
RESEARCH (SPRING 2019) 
 
Course Number: ILS 595 (1 credit) 
Class Meetings: Online (Asynchronous) 
Instructors:  

Prof. Margaret Phillips (phill201@purdue.edu) 
Prof. Dave Zwicky (dzwicky@purdue.edu) 

Offices: WALC 3053 
Office Hours: By appointment, either in-person or online (Webex, Skype, etc.) 
 
COURSE-LEVEL LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 
1. Students will recognize various modes and models of publication relevant to science, 
engineering, and technology disciplines. 
2. Students will be able to search and retrieve information on science, engineering, and 
technology related topics, using information resources appropriate to the given task and 
the type(s) of information sought. 
3. Students will be able to critically evaluate information and determine whether it is 
applicable to the task at hand. 
4. Students will be able to present information clearly and effectively, citing sources 
where appropriate.  
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COURSE POLICIES 
 
Academic Integrity 
 
Scholastic dishonesty, defined as “cheating, plagiarism, or knowingly furnishing false 
information,” is not tolerated at Purdue University, and therefore not in this class. 
Plagiarism will negatively impact your grade (no points will be awarded for plagiarized 
content), and will result in referral to the Office of the Dean of Students. 
 
Academic integrity is one of the highest values that Purdue University holds. Individuals 
are encouraged to alert university officials to potential breaches of this value by either 
emailing integrity@purdue.edu or by calling 765-494-8778.  While information may be 
submitted anonymously, the more information that is submitted provides the greatest 
opportunity for the university to investigate the concern.  Please refer to Purdue’s 
“Statement of Integrity and Code of Conduct” (https://bit.ly/2R8y5l0) and “Academic 
Integrity: A Guide for Students” (https://bit.ly/2Voik85) for more information.  
 
Attendance 
 
This course is conducted asynchronously online. There are no class meetings or 
expectations of face-to-face interaction. Students are expected to participate in weekly 
online forums and submit assignments in accordance with the class grading policy.  
 
For absences relating to bereavement or military service, please consult the University’s 
overall attendance policy (https://bit.ly/2OiUkmR). In all cases, please notify the 
instructors as soon as possible if you cannot meet a class requirement. In cases where 
students have not participated in required course activities or cannot reached via 
university email for a period of time, the instructors will submit a Student of Concern 
report to the Office of the Dean of Students.  
 
Blackboard Use 
 
This course is conducted entirely through the Purdue Blackboard Learn course 
management system. The Purdue West Lafayette Blackboard Learn Help Center is 
available through the Help tab of the course management system.  Please make sure 
you have your settings configured to allow you to receive notifications. See: 
https://bit.ly/2BYgqV1 
  
Access Accommodations 
 
Purdue University strives to make learning experiences as accessible as possible. If you 
anticipate or experience physical or academic barriers based on disability, you are 
welcome to let Profs. Phillips and Zwicky know so that we can discuss options. You are 
also encouraged to contact the Disability Resource Center at drc@purdue.edu or by 
phone at 765-494-1247.  

https://bit.ly/2R8y5l0
https://bit.ly/2Voik85
https://bit.ly/2OiUkmR
https://bit.ly/2BYgqV1


Mental Health 
 

● If you find yourself beginning to feel some stress, anxiety and/or feeling slightly 
overwhelmed, try WellTrack (http://purdue.welltrack.com/). Sign in and find 
information and tools at your fingertips, available to you at any time. 

● If you need support and information about options and resources, please see the 
Office of the Dean of Students (http://www.purdue.edu/odos) for drop-in hours 
(M-F, 8AM-5P). 

● If you’re struggling and need mental health services: Purdue University is 
committed to advancing the mental health and well-being of its students. If you or 
someone you know is feeling overwhelmed, depressed, and/or in need of mental 
health support, services are available. For help, such individuals should contact 
Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) at 765-494-6995 and online 
(http://www.purdue.edu/caps/) during and after hours, on weekends and 
holidays, or by going to the CAPS office of the second floor of the Purdue 
University Student Health Center (PUSH) during business hours. 
 

Purdue Honor Pledge 
 
Purdue's Honor Pledge (“As a boilermaker pursuing academic excellence, I pledge to 
be honest and true in all that I do. Accountable together - we are Purdue.”) was 
developed by students to advance a supportive environment that promotes academic 
integrity and excellence. It is intended that this pledge inspires Boilermakers of all 
generations to stay "on track" to themselves and their University.  More information on 
the pledge can be found here (https://bit.ly/2vDceGq).  
 
Diversity & Inclusion 
 
Purdue University is committed to maintaining a community which recognizes and 
values the inherent worth and dignity of every person; fosters tolerance, sensitivity, 
understanding, and mutual respect among its members; and encourages each 
individual to strive to reach his or her own potential. In pursuit of its goal of academic 
excellence, the University seeks to develop and nurture diversity. The University 
believes that diversity among its many members strengthens the institution, stimulates 
creativity, promotes the exchange of ideas, and enriches campus life. For more 
information, please consult Purdue’s nondiscrimination policy (https://bit.ly/2va8gnU). 
 
Emergencies 
 
While this class does not “meet” on the Purdue University West Lafayette campus in the 
traditional sense, on-campus students should be familiar with the University’s 
emergency procedure guidelines (https://bit.ly/2A6iIPI).  
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Times 
 
This course is entirely online and the students can work from anywhere, however all 
deadlines will be based on the time zone of West Lafayette, IN (Eastern). 
 
TEXTBOOK 
 
There is no textbook for this course.  Any assigned readings will be provided through 
Blackboard. 
 
GRADING POLICY 
 
Grades: 
  
The course will employ plus/minus grading.  The breakdown of grades is as follows: 
 
A+: 97-100% 
A: 93-96 
A-: 90-92 
B+: 87-89 
B: 83-86 

B-: 80-82 
C+: 77-79 
C: 73-76 
C-: 70-72 
D+: 67-69 

D: 63-66 
D-: 60-62 
F: 59 and below 
 

 
Your grade will be determined based on the following: 
 
20% - Homework Assignments 
30% - Midterm Project 
30% - Final Project 
20% - “In-Class” Participation (Weekly Forums) 
 
Homework 
 
Assignments must be turned in through Blackboard by the assigned deadline.  If you 
show a good faith effort to understand and accomplish the assignment, you will earn full 
credit.  
 
Homework may be turned in late via email to Profs. Phillips and Zwicky until 5PM on the 
Friday after the Sunday due date, for a maximum value of half credit.  Homework 
submitted later than that will not be accepted.  If there are circumstances that affect the 
entire class (for example, a database provider is having technical problems and the 
database is down for a few days), an extension will be provided for the whole class as 
appropriate.  



Midterm & Final Projects 
 
The midterm project for this course will be an annotated bibliography on a science, 
engineering, or technology topic of your choice. The final project will be a literature 
review on this same topic. 
 
Weekly Forums 
 
Students will be expected to participate in online discussions, through Blackboard, 
about each week’s topic. The instructors will provide a prompt, and each student will be 
expected to provide two relevant and substantive responses. Some weeks the 
instructors will specify students need to provide a response to the prompt, and a 
response to at least one other student. Other weeks students will have the choice of 
responding to the prompt and another student OR only responding other students’ 
comments. The weekly forum will open on Monday at 12:00PM and close on Sunday at 
11:59PM.  



COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

Week Dates Topic Deliverables 

1 1/7 - 1/13 Information Landscape 1 Weekly Forum 1 

2 1/14 - 1/20 Information Landscape 2 Weekly Forum 2 

3 1/21 - 1/27 Search Strategies 1 Weekly Forum 3 

4 1/28 - 2/3 Search Strategies 2 Weekly Forum 4 
 
Homework 1 Due 2/3/19 
at 11:59PM 

5 2/4 - 2/10 Citation Management Weekly Forum 5 

6 2/11 - 2/17 Scholarly Publishing Weekly Forum 6 
 
Homework 2 Due 2/17/19 
at 11:59PM 

7 2/18 - 2/24 Gray Literature 1: Standards Weekly Forum 7 

8 2/25 - 3/3 Gray Literature 2: Patents Weekly Forum 8 

9 3/4 - 3/10 Conducting Reviews Weekly Forum 9 
 
Midterm Project Due 
3/10/19 at 11:59PM 

SPRING BREAK 

10 3/18 - 3/24 Presenting Research 1 Weekly Forum 10 

11 3/25 - 3/31 Presenting Research 2 Weekly Forum 11 

12 4/1 - 4/7 Presenting Research 3 Weekly Forum 12 
 
Homework 3 Due 4/7/19 
at 11:59PM 

13 4/8 - 4/14 Data Management Weekly Forum 13 

14 4/15 - 4/21 Business Information Weekly Forum 14 

15 4/22 - 4/28 Knowledge Management Final Project Due 
4/28/19 at 11:59PM 

 


