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Overview 
Honors options are available for students who have demonstrated a strong academic ability and wish to 
conduct independent research with a faculty advisor on a research project. This research should last a 
minimum of two semesters (typically fall & spring semester senior year). Students may also opt to 
conduct research for three semesters (spring semester junior year, fall & spring semester senior year) 
depending on the research project. Students pursuing any of the following honors options must write, 
submit, and defend a B.S. Honors Thesis.  
 
Honors Options available to students in the School of Chemical Engineering:  

• Honors College (effective for those students entering Fall 2013 or after) 
• Chemical Engineering Departmental Honors  

Honors Options 

Honors College Option  
The Honors College selection process for beginning students is by invitation only. Current 
students can apply to the Honors College if they have a cumulative Purdue GPA of a 3.5 or above 
and four semester of study remaining before graduation. 

 
Curriculum: 

• 24 credits of honors coursework  
o Specific HONR courses (5 credits)  

 2 credits of HONR 19901 & 19902 
 3 credits of additional HONR course(s) 

o Elective honors courses (19 credits) 
 HONR courses if not meeting specific HONOR course credits 
 Courses with an honors designation  
 Courses taken with an honors contract 
 Graduate level courses that are not required for your major  

• A thesis or scholarly project  
 

Students in the Honors College must have a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher and have 
completed all Honors College requirements to graduate with honors.  Students whose 
cumulative GPA drops below a 3.5 for two consecutive semesters will no longer have priority 
registration, be provided with Honors College supplemental advising or be guaranteed the 
option of completing a thesis or scholarly work under faculty supervision. Honors College 
privileges will be reinstated if the student’s cumulative GPA rises above a 3.5. 

Chemical Engineering Departmental Honors Option 
Students may apply for the Chemical Engineering Departmental Honors program after reaching 
an agreement with a faculty advisor on a research topic and the following requirements have been 
met:  

• Must have a 3.5 overall GPA 
• Must have completed the following courses with a grade of a B- or better on the first 

attempt in the course:  
   ENGL 10600  MA 26100  CHE 20500  CHE 37700 

    COM 11400  Math Selective I  CHE 21100  CHE 37800 
    PHYS 24100  Math Selective II  CHE 34800 
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Note: Students may be accepted into the program prior to enrolling in the above courses upon 
approval from the faculty advisor and Head of the Chemical Engineering Honors Program. 
Acceptance will be contingent on earning a grade of a B or better in the untaken course.   

 
Curriculum:  

• CHE 49800: Undergraduate Thesis Research I  
• CHE 49900: Undergraduate Thesis Research II  
• CHE 54000: Transport Phenomena  

Honors Courses 

HONR Courses 
To fulfill the honors diploma requirements, students must earn a total of 5 credits for specific 
HONR courses.  Additional HONR courses may be taken to complete the Elective honors course 
requirements. The options for these interdisciplinary seminars change each semester. The current 
course offerings may be found on the Honors College site.  

• HONR 199 courses are designed for first and second-year students only 
• HONR 299 and 399 courses are open to all high ability students   

 
*The School of Chemical Engineering will accept HONR courses to fulfill general education 
elective credit towards the Chemical Engineering degree.   

Honors Sections  
Several schools/colleges offer honors sections of courses. These courses will be noted with 
“Honors” in the course title, or H next to the course number within the schedule of classes listed 
on My Purdue.  

Contract Courses 
An honors contract is available for students and faculty instructors to agree upon to incorporate 
an honors project into a regular, non-honors course to earn honors credit.  

 
Deadline for Contracting a Course 

The honors contract and form 23 must be submitted to the honors unit of the college 
offering the course by the Friday of the second week of classes.  

 
Dropping a Contract 

The honors contract cannot be dropped after the 9th week of the semester. At that point in 
time, students must either complete the honors project to receive a grade in the course or 
file an incomplete for the entire course.  

 
 

  

http://www.purdue.edu/honorscollege/courses/
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Honors Contract Form  
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College Honors Units 
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Honors Contract Procedures
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Guidelines for Progress towards Honors Thesis 
 
Those students who enter the final stage of the honors program must find a faculty advisor before registering 
for CHE 49800: Undergraduate Thesis Research I.   
 
In consultation with your faculty advisor,   

• You must find a faculty member who will serve as a reader in your committee by Friday, October 
21, 2016.  

• You may find a graduate student who will serve as an informal advisor.  
 

The following items are suggested to be handled at the discretion of your faculty advisor: 
• Progress Report 1      

o Suggested due date: Friday, October 28, 2016 
o Submit a one page progress report via e-mail, to your faculty advisor and reader 

summarizing the proposed research, rationale of the project, and any preliminary results.  
• Oral Presentation to your faculty advisor (and graduate advisor if applicable)    

o Suggested due date: Friday, November 11, 2016 
o The presentation should include research goals, important applications of the work, 

previous knowledge in the field, objectives of the present work, experimental part proposed 
(if experimental work is to be carried out), details on experiments to be performed, and 
results.  

•  Progress Report 2   
o Suggested due date: Friday, December 2, 2016  
o Submit a two page progress report via email, to your faculty advisor and reader. 

• Progress Report 3/Oral Presentation  
o Suggested due date: Friday, March 3, 2017 
o Submit an updated two page progress report via email, to your faculty advisor and reader 

or oral presentation with your updated information. *Please note these reports are expected 
to be more advanced and more comprehensive than the previous ones. 

 
Please note the following deadlines:  

• The Thesis Committee Information form is due Friday, January 13, 2017 in the Undergraduate 
Office.  

• Your final written Honors (B.S.) Thesis should be defended by Friday, April 28, 2017.  
o Please schedule your oral presentation time for one hour with your faculty advisor and 

reader.  
o Your thesis is due to the reader for a review at least three business days before the exam. 
o After the oral presentation, your committee will need to approve and sign the following 

forms: 
 Thesis Acceptance  
 Written Thesis Approval 
 Oral Presentation Approval  

• If the written Thesis needs revisions, they should be defined the day of the 
oral presentation.  

• The forms listed above and a copy of your thesis must be submitted to the Undergraduate Office 
by Friday, May 5, 2017. 
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Honors Program Application 
 

Applicant Name: ________________________________________________________  

Anticipated Graduation Date: ______________________________________________ 

 
Student Information:  
I certify that I have taken the following courses and I have obtained the following grades upon completion 
of the first registration of the course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My present GPA is __________ at the end of the ________ semester of academic year________. 

Student’s Signature:  ______________________________________________________ 

 
Faculty Information:   

Faculty Advisor:  _________________________________________________________ 

Tentative Thesis Title:  ____________________________________________________ 

Expected Time Commitment by Student:  ______________________________ (hrs/wk) 

Frequency of regularly scheduled meetings with faculty advisor  ___________________ 

Faculty signature: _________________________________________________________  

 

 
 
 
 

 

Course Grade Semester Completed 
ENGL 10600   
COM 11400   
PHYS 24100   
MA 26100   

         Math Selective I   
Math Selective II   

CHE 20500   
CHE 21100   
CHE 34800   
CHE 37700   
CHE 37800   
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Thesis Committee Information 
 

 
Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Thesis Title: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Committee Information:  
 
Faculty (Research) Advisor: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Graduate Student Advisor: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Reader: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reader Signature: _______________________________________________   Date: ______________ 
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Thesis Acceptance 
 
This is to certify that the thesis presentation and written thesis prepared by 
 
By  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Entitled _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
complies with the School of Chemical Engineering regulations and meets the standards of the 
School of Chemical Engineering Honors Program for quality. 
 
For the degree of: Bachelor of Science in Chemical Engineering with Honors 
 
 
Is approved  by the final examining committee: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________      

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
    is 
This thesis           is not to be regarded as confidential.  ________________________________ 
                                                                                                                 Faculty Advisor  
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by:   _________________________________________________________________ 
                                           Chair, CHE Honors Program                                                    Date 

CHEMICAL  
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Written Thesis Approval 
 

This is to certify that the written thesis prepared  
 
By  _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Entitled _____________________________________________________________________________ 
complies with the School of Chemical Engineering regulations and meets the standards of the 
School of Chemical Engineering Honors Program for quality. 
 
For the degree of: Bachelor of Science in Chemical Engineering with Honors 
 
 
Is approved by the final examining committee: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________      

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Format Approved by: 
 
____________________________________ or _______________________________________ 
         Chair, CHE Honors Program                                         Thesis Format Advisor                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by:   _________________________________________________________________ 
                                           Chair, CHE Honors Program                                                    Date 

CHEMICAL  
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Oral Presentation Approval 
 

This is to certify that the thesis oral presentation prepared  
 
By  ____________________________________________________________________________ 
Entitled ________________________________________________________________________ 
complies with the School of Chemical Engineering regulations and meets the standards of the 
School of Chemical Engineering Honors Program for quality. 
 
For the degree of: Bachelor of Science in Chemical Engineering with Honors 
 
 
Is approved by the final examining committee: 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by:   _________________________________________________________________ 
                                           Chair, CHE Honors Program                                                    Date 
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Thesis Guidelines 
 
Below is a summary of the required depositing procedures and format requirements of the B.S. 
Honors Thesis. The Honors Thesis guidelines are based upon the required format for Theses 
submitted to the Graduate School of Purdue University. More detailed information can be found 
in Chapters 2 and 6 in the Graduate Thesis Manual. 
(http://www2.itap.purdue.edu/GradSchool/downloads/thesis/graduate-thesis-manual.pdf). 
 

Procedures for Depositing the Honors Thesis 
 

One copy of the Honors Thesis must be submitted to the Chemical Engineering 
Undergraduate Office by the end of the spring semester of your senior year. Please see the 
deadline sections for an exact date. This copy must be bound in a black three-hole screw-
post binder with a backing strip (service available at the Boiler Copy Maker, PMU room 
157). 

 
A second copy should be submitted to your Thesis Advisor. This copy may be bound by 
any method specified by the Thesis Advisor. 

 

Honors Thesis Format Requirements 
 

Paper Requirement 
White paper must be used. The paper size should generally be standard, eight and a half 
by eleven inches.  

 

Typeface and Quality 
Only one typeface may be used throughout the thesis. All text, page numbers, table 
numbers, figure numbers, captions, references, and footnotes must be in the same 
typeface. For general text, the type size should be 12 points. Variations of the basic 
typeface and size may be used for symbols or emphasis when appropriate. 

 

Spacing 
The vertical spacing of all thesis text, including bibliographic references, should be four 
lines of text per vertical inch (three lines per inch is acceptable). Long quotations, 
headings, and captions may be printed at six lines per inch (single-spaced). Multi-lined 
and subdivision headings, figure and table captions, footnotes, and endnotes normally 
are printed six lines of text per inch. 

 

CHEMICAL  
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Margins 
The following page margins must be observed: 
 
  Left Page Margin 1.5 inches 
  Right Page Margin 1.0 inch 
  Top Page Margin 1.0 inch 
  Bottom Page Margin 1.25 inches 

 
All tables and figures, including their captions, must conform to the margin requirements.  

 

Page Numbering 
Every page of a thesis that includes typing or drawing is numbered. Except for the title 
page, page numbers must be placed on each page of the manuscript. Preliminary pages 
are numbered consecutively in lowercase Roman numerals. The text and all reference 
pages, including appendices, are numbered consecutively using Arabic numerals 
(beginning with 1 on the first page of the text). 
 
The number usually is placed in the upper right corner, one-half inch below the top edge 
of the page. The last digit of the page number is even with the right margin. The title page 
is the first numbered page (Roman numeral “i”). The numeral “i”, however, does not 
appear on the title page. The page following the title page is the first page that has a 
number (Roman numeral “ii”). The word “page” never accompanies the number.  

 

Title Page (Required) 
The title page must include the full, official title of the thesis, your full name as it appears 
in the University records, the title of the degree awarded, and the date the degree is 
awarded (see Figure 2). 
 
The degree title is “Bachelor of Science in Chemical Engineering with Honors”. The date 
is the month and year that the degree is actually awarded (e.g., May 200X). 

 

Table of Contents (Required)  
A Table of Contents is required (see Figure 3). The heading TABLE OF CONTENTS, in 
capital letters, is centered between the left and right margins, without punctuation or 
underlining, two inches from the top of the page. The list begins at the left margin, three 
blank lines below the heading. All material following the Table of Contents is listed in it. 
No preceding material is listed. The headings of parts, sections, chapters, and their 
principal subdivisions are listed in the Table of Contents and must be worded exactly as 
they appear in the body of the thesis. When listing the subdivisions, list the same levels of 
headings and subheadings consistently for each chapter. Dotted leaders are required 
between headings and page numbers. If the Table of Contents continues beyond one page, 
allow a one-inch top margin on successive page(s). The word Page should be typed above 
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the listing of the page numbers. Number the Table of Contents pages in lowercase Roman 
numerals. 

 
 

List of Tables and List of Figures (Optional) 
The heading LIST OF TABLES, in capital letters, is centered between the left and right 
margins, without punctuation or underlining, two inches from the top of the page. 
Number the List of Tables page in lowercase Roman numerals. The list begins at the left 
margin, three blank lines below the heading. The List of Tables contains exactly the same 
numbers and captions as appear above the tables in the text and in the appendices. If the 
List of Tables continues beyond one page, allow a one-inch top margin on the following 
page(s). The format for the List of Tables is the same as for the Table of Contents. Type the 
word Table above the listing of the table numbers and captions. Type the word Page above 
the listing of page numbers. 
 
The heading LIST OF FIGURES, in capital letters, is centered between the left and right 
margins, without punctuation or underlining, two inches from the top of the page. 
Number the List of Figures page in lowercase Roman numerals. The list begins at the left 
margin, three blank lines below the heading. The List of Figures contains exactly the same 
numbers and captions as appear below the figures in the text and in the appendices. If the 
List of Figures continues beyond one page, allow a one-inch top margin on successive 
page(s). The format for the List of Figures is the same as for the Table of Contents. Type 
the word Figure above the listing of figure numbers and the word Page above the listing 
of page numbers. 

 

Abstract (Required) 
An abstract consisting of two paragraphs is required (see Figure 4). The first paragraph 
contains your name as it appears on the title page but with the last name first, the 
abbreviation of the degree title, the name of the institution granting the degree, the month 
and year the degree is awarded, the exact title of the thesis, and the name of the Honors 
Thesis Advisor. The second paragraph is a summary of the research, not to exceed 350 
words. The first paragraph of the abstract is printed at six lines per inch (single-spaced). 
The spacing used in the summary paragraph must be the same as the spacing in the rest 
of the text. The 350-word limit of the abstract does not include the first paragraph. 
Mathematical formulas, diagrams, and other illustrative materials are not recommended 
for the abstract. 
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“Major Professor” should be replaced by “Honors Thesis Advisor” in the first 
paragraph of the Abstract. “Ph.D.” should be replaced by “B.S.ChE” 
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