
 
 
 

Space Policy Symposium @ Purdue 
Agenda | October 30-31, 2024 

Purdue Memorial Union | North Ballroom 

Event Site: Purdue Policy Research Institute 
 
OCTOBER 30, 2024  DAY ONE 
 
8:00 AM – 9:00 AM  Registration + Continental Breakfast 
 
9:00 AM – 9:25 AM  Welcome and Opening Remarks 

Stacey Connaughton, Director, The Purdue Policy Research Institute 
Dan DeLaurentis, Vice President, Discovery Park District Centers and Institutes 
Karen Plaut, Executive Vice President for Research, Purdue University 

 
9:25 AM – 9:45 AM OPENING KEYNOTE: Charting the Future of Space: Ensuring Security, Stability, and 

Prosperity through Innovation and Policy   
 Travis Langster, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for International & 

Industry Engagement, US Department of Defense 
 

9:45 AM – 10:00 AM  KEYNOTE: Strategic Messaging on Capabilities  
    TBA 
 
10:00 AM – 11:30 AM  PANEL: Strategic Messaging on Capabilities 
    Moderator 

 Nicole Pilkus, Principal Deputy Director, Office of Policy & Strategy, National 
Reconnaissance Office 

    Panelists 
 Rob Chambers, Future Concepts Director, Human and Scientific Space 

Exploration, Lockheed Martin 
  Dan Dumbacher, CEO, American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics 
 Bruce McClintock, Lead and Senior Policy Researcher, RAND Space Enterprise 

Initiative 
 Deputy Col Margaret (Maggie) Sullivan, Special Assistant to the Secretary of 

Defense and the Deputy Secretary of Defense, Office of the Under Secretary of 
Defense for Policy, Department of Defense virtual 

 
11:30 AM – 11:45 AM  BREAK 
 
11:45 AM – 12:15 PM  Case Competition Students: Intros and Networking 
 
12:15 PM – 1:00 PM  LUNCH 
 

https://events.research.purdue.edu/ppri/
https://www.govconwire.com/2022/04/travis-langster-named-principal-director-of-dod-space-policy/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nicole-shelly-pilkus-85856a6/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rob-chambers-3a2b61153/
https://www.aiaa.org/detail/person/executive-bio-daniel-l.-dumbacher
https://www.rand.org/about/people/m/mcclintock_bruce.html


 
 
 
1:00 PM – 1:15 PM  KEYNOTE: Engaging with Our Allies 

 Travis Langster, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for International & 
Industry Engagement, US Department of Defense 

 
1:15 PM – 2:30 PM  PANEL: Engaging with Our Allies 
    Moderator 

  Michelle Giuda, CEO, Krach Institute for Tech Diplomacy at Purdue   
  Panelists 
  Deanna Ryals, Director of International Affairs 

    US Space Force: Space Systems Command 
    Scotty Van Sant, President, VS Consulting 
    International Engagement Lead, US Strategic Command 

 Air Cdre Darren Whiteley, Deputy Director of Strategy, Plans, and Policy, 
USSPACECOM 

 Darrin Stewart, Director, Office of Space Partnerships, Office of the Under 
Secretary of Defense for Policy, Department of Defense 

 
2:30 PM – 2:45 PM  BREAK 
 
2:45 PM – 3:00 PM  KEYNOTE: Government + Industry Relationship 

  Dan Goldin, NASA Administrator (Apr. 1, 1992–Nov. 17, 2001) 
   
3:00 PM – 4:30 PM  PANEL: Government + Industry Relationship 
    Moderator 

  Mark Lewis, CEO, Purdue Applied Research Institute 
Panelists 

 Joseph Jewell, John Bogdanoff Associate Professor, Department of Aeronautics 
and Astronautics, Purdue University 

  Kelli Kedis Ogborn, Vice President – Space Commerce & Entrepreneurship 
   Space Foundation virtual 

 Col Richard Kniseley, Senior Materiel Leader, Commercial Space Office (COMSO) 
Space Systems Command, US Space Force 

 
4:30 PM – 4:45 PM  Closing Remarks 
    Brigadier General Kristin Panzenhagen,  
    US Space Force: Space Systems Command 
 
4:45 PM – 5:45 PM  Reception     EAST and WEST FACULTY LOUNGES 
 
6:00 PM – 7:30 PM  Fireside Chat + Dinner    NORTH BALLROOM 
    General David D. Thompson, Vice Chief of Space Operations  

US Space Force   
Interviewer 

  Stacey Connaughton, Director, Purdue Policy Research Institute 

https://www.govconwire.com/2022/04/travis-langster-named-principal-director-of-dod-space-policy/
https://techdiplomacy.org/people/the-hon-michelle-s-giuda/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/deanna-ryals-b2804066
https://www.linkedin.com/in/scottyv6901
https://www.linkedin.com/in/darren-whiteley-79886a44/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/darrinstewart/
https://www.nasa.gov/people/daniel-s-goldin/
https://www.purdue.edu/newsroom/releases/2023/Q2/mark-lewis-named-inaugural-ceo-of-purdue-applied-research-institute.html
https://www.linkedin.com/in/josephjewell/
https://www.spacefoundation.org/people/kelli-kedis-ogborn/
https://www.ssc.spaceforce.mil/Newsroom/Article-Display/Article/3420717
https://www.patrick.spaceforce.mil/About-Us/Biographies/Display/Article/3252979/kristin-l-panzenhagen/
https://www.spaceforce.mil/Biographies/Display/Article/2368490/david-d-thompson/
https://www.spaceforce.mil/Biographies/Display/Article/2368490/david-d-thompson/


 
 
 
OCTOBER 31, 2024  DAY TWO 
 
8:00 AM – 9:00 AM  Breakfast (registration) 
 
9:00 AM – 9:15 AM  Welcome + Day 1 Recap 
 
9:15 AM – 9:30 AM  KEYNOTE: Space Policy and Interagency, Cross-sector Counsel  

  Paula Trimble, Policy Chief, Space Development Agency, Department of Defense 
 
9:45 AM – 10:00 AM  Move to sessions 
 
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM  Concurrent Workshops 

 Government + Industry Relationship 
 Strategic Messaging on Capabilities  
 Engaging with Our Allies  

 
Attending Congressional staffers 

 Brent Blevins, Staff Director, House Science, Space and Technology Committee Space 
and Aeronautics Subcommittee (Jan. 2023-) 

 Kelsey McBarron, Professional Staff and Counsel, Subcommittee on Space and 
Aeronautics 

  Vishal Amin, Senior Professional Staff, Space & Aeronautics 
  Charlie Scales, Policy Assistant, Committee on Science, Space & Technology 

 
12:00 PM – 12:15 PM  BREAK 
 
12:15 PM – 1:15 PM  LUNCH 
 
1:15 PM – 2:00 PM   Synthesis of ideas, next steps 
 
2:00 PM – 2:10 PM  Closing Remarks 
    Brigadier General Kristin Panzenhagen,  
    US Space Force: Space Systems Command 
 
STUDENT CASE COMPETITION 
 
2:30 PM – 2:40 PM  Case Competition Re-Introduction 
     
2:40 PM – 3:40 PM  Student Teams Presentations 
 
3:40 PM – 4:30 PM  BREAK 
 
4:30 PM – 5:30 PM  Awards + Reception (Winner announced at 4:45)   

https://www.linkedin.com/in/paula-trimble-421b0b7/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Fbrent-blevins-7321204%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckokelley%40purdue.edu%7C81cd0f0da2194e237a8208dce238d4e6%7C4130bd397c53419cb1e58758d6d63f21%7C0%7C0%7C638633980918867824%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gtR7q5GsmuaNkUBfg4vrze8RIItLnvXOQmwg5zov9yo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Fkelseymcbarron%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckokelley%40purdue.edu%7C81cd0f0da2194e237a8208dce238d4e6%7C4130bd397c53419cb1e58758d6d63f21%7C0%7C0%7C638633980918896323%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kigxF%2BAReCRjj26%2FoAucnRooGMMIkk2oUKpyrsHe3c0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Fvishalamin1%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckokelley%40purdue.edu%7C81cd0f0da2194e237a8208dce238d4e6%7C4130bd397c53419cb1e58758d6d63f21%7C0%7C0%7C638633980918910664%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Lr1RCz4eNl3WW8TjvEE9Hajoade7pBytNxdmXYHEb88%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Fcharlie-scales-52589716b%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckokelley%40purdue.edu%7C81cd0f0da2194e237a8208dce238d4e6%7C4130bd397c53419cb1e58758d6d63f21%7C0%7C0%7C638633980918923172%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Kmt5CymEnFxmPz%2B5dsnwESOJf0X2Pu5Gr6T52pwm6wU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.patrick.spaceforce.mil/About-Us/Biographies/Display/Article/3252979/kristin-l-panzenhagen/

	Col Richard Kniseley, Senior Materiel Leader, Commercial Space Office (COMSO) Space Systems Command, US Space Force

