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Title: 
Supporting Family Caregivers in STEMM: A Call to Action

Abstract: 
Building on the National Academies’ 2024 report, Supporting Family Caregivers in STEMM: A Call to Action, this event will explore innovative strategies for fostering more inclusive academic environments. Leaders in caregiving are broadly defined, including university and college administrators, department heads, faculty leading research labs with graduate students, and instructors teaching undergraduates with caregiving responsibilities.
Open to all Purdue University faculty and staff, the event will provide insights into the diverse caregiving challenges faced by faculty, post docs, and graduate students, key findings from the report, and support resources available at Purdue. Participants will hear from experts who will share practical examples and strategies for creating supportive environments and driving cultural change, particularly in engineering, science, and technology fields. These actionable insights will address the unique challenges of these disciplines and help foster a more inclusive academic culture for caregivers.
The proceedings of the event and the NAS publication, Supporting Family Caregivers in STEMM: A Call to Action, will serve as support for Purdue’s leaders in engineering, science, and technology to come together, collaborate, and lead the transformation of caregiving support across the university.

Presented by: 
National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine

Hosted by: 
Purdue Policy Research Institute (PPRI) and Ellen Ernst Kossek, Daniels School of Business
College of Engineering
Polytechnic Institute
Butler Center for Leadership Excellence
College of Science
Center for Families
Center for Early Learning
Women’s Global Health Institute
Center for Working Well

Details:
Friday, March 28, 2025
1:00 PM – 4:30 PM
Convergence Center


Proposed Agenda:
1:00 PM – Welcome and Opening Remarks
Stacey Connaughton, Director of the Purdue Policy Research Institute
Dan DeLaurentis, Vice President, Discovery Park District Centers and Institutes
TBA

1:15 PM – Faculty Testimonial on Caregiving’s Impact on Work
Ashima Krishna, Clinical Associate Professor, Honors College and Director, Urban Matters Lab
TBA


1:25 PM – Understanding the National Academies Caregiving Report, Why It Matters, and Purdue’s Progress
· Katie Wullert, National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (understanding the report)
· Ellen Ernst Kossek, Basil S. Turner Distinguished Professor Emerita of Management, PPRI Faculty Affiliate (why it matters)
· TBA (Purdue’s progress)

2:00 PM – Panel Discussion: Academic Caregiving Strategies and Experiences
A distinguished panel, moderated by Melissa Franks, Associate Director of the Center for Families and Associate Professor of Human Development and Family Science, will address strategies, share personal experiences, and propose solutions for better supporting academic caregivers in STEM fields at Purdue University.
The panel includes:
· Daniel Castro, Dean, Polytechnic Institute
· Lucy Flesch, Dean, College of Science
· [bookmark: _Hlk191904725]TBA, College of Engineering
· TBA, Purdue Graduate Student Government

3:00 PM – Discuss and Act: Addressing Challenges and Opportunities in Caregiving Across Purdue Communities
[bookmark: _Hlk189560788]Participants will engage in structured, small group discussions led by thought leaders. These sessions will focus on identifying key challenges and opportunities for improvement within the college and its departments, with a focus on specific Purdue communities (graduate students, postdocs, staff, faculty, etc.) and a particular typology of caregiving.
	
4:00 PM – What’s Next
Lucy Flesch, Dean, College of Science

4:15 PM – Closing Remarks
Stacey Connaughton, Director of the Purdue Policy Research Institute
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